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Abstracts 

 

 

Eritrean Refugee Communities in Europe:  Religion and Ethnicity as Markers of Identity Preservation  

 

ABDULKADER SALEH MOHAMMAD. GERMAN INSTITUTE FOR GLOBAL AND AREA STUDIES, INSTITUTE OF AFRICAN AFFAIRS 

Eritrea is multi-religious and multi-ethnic state in the Horn of Africa that gained independence in 1991 after 

30 years of armed resistance against Ethiopian domination. Since 2000 the government has followed a 

policy of extensive oppression and militarization that affected the entire population. Due to the open-ended 

national service and the suppression of religious and sub-national identities, it became one of the main 

refugee-producing countries in Africa.  

Religion and ethnicity have been the main markers of Eritrean identity and are deeply rooted within both 

Christian and Muslim communities. In the aftermath of World War II religion was politicized and polarized 

Christian and Muslim communities and ever since their relationship has been conflict-ridden. During the 

armed struggle the leadership of the liberation fronts used it as a tool to mobilize different religious and 

ethnic groups against their opponents. Since independence in 1991, the government has held a tight grip on 

all religious leaders and institutions. In the absence of rule of law and freedom of expression, the ruling 

party has systematically dismantled all public institutions, including the religious organizations 

(Mohammad 2017: 72). 

The article will analyze the formation of religious and ethnic organizations among the Eritrean diaspora 

communities to preserve their cultural identities in European host countries that grant religious freedom 

and provide a hospitable environment for civic organizations. I discuss why these voluntary organizations 

are attracting newly arriving refugees. I argue that these small religious and ethnic solidarity groups 

scattered across European countries provide social spaces for their members to express their religious 

and cultural identities. This stands in stark contrast to the transnational institutions of the Eritrean regime, 

which offer nationalistic events and festivals as markers of Eritrean identity to impose its nationalistic 

ideology to exert transnational control over its diaspora communities.  

The study is based on long-term participant observation and on field work examining the attitudes of 

community leaders, community members and newly arriving refugees concerning their attitudes towards 

the government’s transnational policies and towards Eritrean religious and civic society organizations in 

the host countries. 
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Assessing asylum cases on grounds of religious persecution 

 

ABIS ALESSANDRA. CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF MILAN 

According to the 1951 Geneva Convention, a claim for refugee status must be based upon the claimant's 

"well-founded fears of persecution". While the law is clear that religious persecution constitutes grounds 

for asylum, evaluating whether the fear of a religious persecution is well-founded and justified is complex 

and challenging due to the inherently internal and personal nature of religion and belief. The decision 

makers are required to deal with such a subjective element of the right and assess the credibility of the 

claimant with a case-by-case approach, taking into account all the circumstances, ranging from the 

psychological conditions of the applicant to the situation in the country of origin. 

This contribution will analyse the procedures used to assess an asylum claim based on religious 

persecution. It will look with a special concern at the practices of the so called "Bible Trivia", with which the 

asylum seeker have to answer a meticulous test on the doctrine of his or her religion or belief, which is 

increasingly taking place in several European Countries. The paper will also survey on the approach taken 

by the European Court on Human Rights on assessing the credibility and sincerity of the applicant for a 

religious-based asylum. 

The final aim of the paper will be to provoke an enquiry on the quality of the procedures of the assessment 

of religion-based asylum claims and its impact on the fairness and quality of decision-making. 
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Political Islam and quest for lost identity 

 

ALIZADEH HOSSEIN. UNIVERSITY OF TAMPERER, TAMPERE PEACE RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

The First World War not only brought about the end of the Ottoman Empire but also the dissolved of its 

Islamic political system of Caliphate (1924) which diagnosed by pan-Islamists as a fatal blow to the Muslim 

Umma identity. In other words, the dissolution of Ottoman Empire is seen as a trauma left behind an identity 

crisis. 

The Ummatic identity is conceptualized as an identity with a basic belief in the singularity and superiority of 

Islam. In other words, in political philosophy of Islam the Umma itself is a nationality for it is an entity and 

identity that comprises all Muslims throughout the world. As such, the Ummatic identity in pan-Islamist 

perspective can transcend or even delegitimize other identities even today. Consequently, the notion of 

Umma contradicts the nation-state paradigm of Westphalia. 

Moreover, since the abolition of the Ottoman Caliphate, the phenomenon known as Islamic Revival (ihya) 

has gradually became an ongoing discourse of political Islam. With applying the transformation of Islamic 

faith into ideology, ihya implies to mean “return to Islam in its purest form as the solution for the ills of 

Islamic societies”. However, what is significant are those revivalists who asserts that ihya is possible only 

if the institution of Caliphate is restored. 

In the Sunni doctrine of Caliphatists reconstruction of Islamic state is path to the glory and supremacy of 

Muslim Umma. In other words, it is the reconstruction of the past in the present. 

In pan-Islamist perspective, the term Umma is an all-encompassing Islamic Commonwealth that includes 

Muslims in all parts of the world gathering them under one single Muslim state. 

Based on “the politics of identities” the paper examines that the reconstruction of the Ummatic identity 

through the restoration of Caliphate is the quest for lost identity and consequently a discourse, a notion in 

motion and an integral part of political Islam.  
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Regulating religious diversity in public space. The case of Institute of Islamic cultures in Paris. 

 

ALBERT BLANCO VÍCTOR. PARIS 8 - SAINT DENIS UNIVERSITY 

Goutte d'Or is one of the most popular neighborhoods in the French capital. Along the XXth century, it 

became a territory hosting a large number of migrant population. This phenomenon is directly linked to the 

emergence of a strong religious and cultural diversity. In this context, Muslim population started to pray in 

the street at the end of 90’s because of the lack of space in neighborhood mosques. In 2011, this action was 

forbidden. After a negotiation, Islamic associations and administrations agreed to use a former fire station 

as a worship space. During the same years, the Major of Paris decided to build an “Institute of Islamic 

cultures” (ICI) in the district, with the stated aim to resolve the same problem. 

Thus, ICI was approved by the municipality in 2006. It includes two differentiated spaces: one is a worship 

room whereas the second one was designed for cultural activities offered to the “general public”. In this 

sense, the Institute resulted from a policy which aimed to offer a dignified worship place to Muslim 

population. But at the same time, it pretended to frame a religious practice judged as disruptive and 

threating by dominant discourses. Then, the ICI’s decision-makers considered that through this project 

they contributed to “integrate” Muslim religion into the “Republique” boundaries. 

This paper analyses the policies and discourses inherent to the ICI construction process as part of a Goutte 

d’Or public space. Such discourses and policies are not indissociably from the alterity reports affecting 

society. I aim to interrogate these discourses relating them to the context which produces a negative 

representation of Islam and Muslim population. The data structuring the presentation emerges from 

fieldwork carried in the neighborhood between May 2016 and April 2017. It includes ethnographic 

observations in the ICI; thirty interviews with key actors (inhabitants; local Islamic authorities; policy-

makers); and the analysis of a hundred of documents (articles; flyers; public meetings reports; political 

speeches). 
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God’s invisible hand: ethnic Christian Churches as vehicles of immigrants’ integration 

 

AMBROSINI MAURIZIO. BONIZZONI PAOLA. MOLLI SAMUELE DAVIDE. UNIVERSITY OF MILAN 

Immigration flows have recently contributed to increase Italian religious pluralism, reconfiguring also the 

Christian landscape. The rise of ethnic Churches is, in this respect, shaping the internal religious borders 

of the main denominations, creating new sacred spaces where different social resources are exchanged 

and assimilative pressures of the host society are resisted and negotiated. This study has explored, 

through a mix of qualitative research methods, six ethnic Catholic and evangelical Churches in Milan, 

focusing on a wide range of socio-religious activities.  These faith-based communities are engaged in the 

production of settings where immigrant believers re-negotiate their ethnic-identity, express their needs, 

and share information about relevant socioeconomic resources. Through the participation at different 

group activities (including dinners, holy choirs, Italian language courses, prayer groups…) religious 

institutions provide social networks that help immigrants to reproduce and maintain their language, 

beliefs, and customs as well as providing a respectable and protected sphere of social interaction for them 

and their family members.  Churches also provide settings to acquire practical help and guidance in their 

everyday lives, in securing employment and compensating, through leadership positions in the religious 

community, the low social status that most immigrants experience in their working life. Furthermore, most 

immigrant congregations sponsor secular activities, such as festivals, fundraising, health services, 

languages classes and youth activities. These different activities improve civic skills of believers, while 

these have not fully evolved into public advocacy efforts, taking the form of a “hidden” and silent 

communitarian social activism, following a theologically-grounded approach to charity and hospitality. 

While Catholic Ethnic Churches can rely on a wider network of support for their charitable activities, 

evangelical Churches tend to follow an approach more centred on their specific identities, vocation and 

resources. In this respect, in the secular city of Milan it’s possible observe a «god’s invisible hand»: ethnic 

churches, at the same time, save souls and serve broader societal needs, contributing from below at the 

integration of the immigrant’s population. 
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The Impact of  religion affiliation on migrants social  adaptation and their willing to remit:  Libya as a case 

study 

 

ATTIR  MUSTAFA O., UNIVERSITY OF TRIPOLI 

Libya has been since the sixties of last century, a country of destination for regular and irregular migrants. 

We argue that all migrants who come to Libya, came for economic reasons. They work hard, save money, 

and send it back home to increase the welfare of family members left behind, or for the self, so when the 

individual go back to his native country he may get married or start a business.  

Regular migrants came from all corners of the world, irregular migrants  came only from Arab and African 

countries. The majority of Sub-Saharan irregular migrants came, from neighboring countries mainly Chad, 

Niger and Mali. Almost all were Muslims. Therefore they did not face problems performing their religious 

practices since mosques are everywhere,  and open for all. Individuals did not face discrimination related 

to their color or to what they were wearing. It is not the same for migrants of other religion affiliation. For 

instance, Only in Tripoli where Christians can go to Church. there are  only three;  one for Catholics, one for 

Protestants, and one for Copts. We assume that Muslim migrants are better accepted in Libyan  

communities they live in, this  will enhance their social adjustment, which is positively related to remitting 

behavior.  

The most recent survey on irregular  migrants the author is involved with was carried out during 2017, in 

which a non-probability  sample of 609 migrants whom Libya was their country of destination were 

interviewed. Since the majority came to Libya before 2011, almost ninety percent  said they used to send 

money to support their families back home. After the Arab Spring, the economic situation deteriorated 

badly, work opportunities for foreigners became less, and   difficult to save enough money, regardless, 

more than fifty percent of the sample said they managed to send money to their families. We shall use data  

from this survey to test the major assumptions we raised earlier, and to  find out if there is a relationship 

between religion affiliation and remittance behavior.   
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Discourses of being Muslim in Hungary 

 

AYTAR ESRA SAHIN, BODOR PÉTER, UNIVERSITY OF ELTE 

The paper is part of a wider project the main interest of which is to examine the Muslim community of 

Budapest in and through their discourse by focusing on their social identities, and family dynamics.. The 

research aims to analyze their life, i.e. their experiences, emotions and reactions under certain 

circumstances that they face within the society they live. Qualitative methods, participant observations and 

interviews are our main source of empirical information. Conceptually, we do consider identity as a 

discursive accomplishment shaped by a complex of various sorts of orientation, schemes and social 

prescriptions that a person relies on during her /his daily life. These schemes and prescriptions originate 

mostly from the surrounding social world including family, culture, linguistic group, religion, ethnic, 

national community. 

Muslim community of Hungary can be categorized in two groups as Hungarian Muslims who embraced 

Islam and acquired a new culture and the immigrant Muslims who came to Hungary and has been living 

here at least for one year or more. The focus of the present study will be Muslim Hungarians who are 

converted to Islam. They are Hungarian citizens, not a foreigner or alien but still by conversion to Islam one 

might anticipate that they are sort of rejected or alienated from their own national identity and country. The 

main questions related to them will be whether they integrated their Hungarian and Muslim identity or one 

replaced the other, what kind of embracement process they have gone through, and what have been the 

reactions of the society and the environment they belong to and how they define themselves and express 

their feelings about their identity. Their sense of identity, their perception of self and group, their 

conflictions with their past and today and their position in the society they live will be analyzed in the light 

of their family and social lives. The ambiguity they feel and the discrimination they are coming across in 

their daily lives will be reflected. The control group will be Muslim immigrants in Budapest who moved to a 

place that has a different cultural and religious inheritance. The main questions related to them will be 

whether they are integrated to the hosting country, what kind of integration process or problems they have 

gone through, what kind of difficulties they are facing in Hungary, how they deal with the problems and the 

conflictions in their family and social life. 

In sum, on the bases of the conducted interviews, the emotions and reactions of the participants of these 

two groups and their approaches to certain cases and problems in family and social lives will be compared. 

The goal of the research is to make deduction to what extent the Muslim community tend to be isolated or 

even fundamentalist or integrated in the light of their emotions and reactions and which cases have more 

effect on tendency to be isolated or to be integrated. 
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Being Second Generation Muslim Students in Eastern Europe, in Hungary 

 

AYTAR ILYAS. EÖTVÖS LÓRAND UNIVERSITY  

Minority rights is a controversial issue. It is more controversial in the current situation of Europe. First, we 

need to mention that once the societies were not divided like majority and minority. And, people were not in 

two different camps as majority and minority. In order to trade, people moved to other places, people 

contacted with ’others’. They improved ties and connections with ’other’ people. Then, the societies turned 

into a different form. People set up nation-states after the 16th century. People who share same ethnicity, 

religion, culture heaped together. Today, as a result of globalization people are not in a uniform. Especially, 

many non-European, non-Christian people are coming to Europe for a better life. They are less in numbers, 

so they are minorities. They are different than the majority, they are not dominant factors, they deserve and 

have human rights, and they are aware of their existence. 

When it comes to Eastern Europe, Hungary: Muslims, Jewish people, Judaists, Buddhists, Lutheranists are 

the most known minority groups. If we discuss about the religious rights of minorities in Hungary, we need 

to answer some questions. Can they open their own schools? Can they get permission to open a 

worshipping place? Can they set up foundations? Can they have chances to educate their own religious 

staff? Does the government have effects on them? 

 In my PhD study, I am going to search about the second generation Muslim students in Hungary. I will 

search about their academic success at schools. And how much they are effected by the being ’minority’. 

Lastly, I really wonder what would achieve if the minorities are given extra chances, and how it would be 

better for the minority and for the majority. 
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The making of “urban spirituality” through the blurring of the spatial religious – secular divide 

 

BECCI IRENE. UNIVERSITY OF LAUSANNE 

Most secularization theories are centred on actors, actions (membership, practice..) and institutions 

(state, churches..) and ignore the insights coming from a spatial perspective. Since the spatial turn, the 

subjective experience of space is given full attention. Taking such a perspective seriously when studying 

religious diversity in cities relativizes many ideas about its necessarily secular character. Space 

intervenes at a concrete material but also at a symbolic level when it comes to religion in cities.  

Starting from the empirical study of religious diversity in the city of Potsdam, Germany, this presentation 

presents processes whereby the secular-religious divide is blurred spatially. In particular, two types of 

simultaneous processes are identified. One revolves around the city politics’ acting with regard to religions 

communities involving them in public activities. The second one looks at religious / spiritual actors using 

secular spaces in connection to socio-economic factors such as gentrification. 

Across these processes an “urban spirituality” is fabricated blurring the secular – religious boundary not 

only spatially but also discursively. 
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The social construction of religiousness: On the relationship between human rights violations and 

religious identity construction 

 

BEYER HEIKO. HEINRICH-HEINE UNIVERSITY DUESSELDORF 

The presentation discusses the complex relationship between human rights violations regarding religious 

freedom of belief and practice on the one hand and the social construction of religious identities on the 

other. Following a social movement approach of collective identities I argue that religious identity 

construction can be understood as a process in which external boundary-categories used to exclude 

religious minorities are reappropriated by the latter in times of systematic discrimination. Using wave 

2008’s ISSP-data of 39 countries the presentation shows that religious identities are especially strong in 

countries with higher degrees of religious freedom violations and high rates of public skepticism regarding 

religious equality. A state’s reluctance to ratify international human rights treaties however has no positive 

effect on identity formation. 
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Religious change, church attendance and cohort replacement in Europe (1970-2015) 

 

BIOLCATI FERRUCCIO, MOLTENI FRANCESCO. VEZZONI CRISTIANO. UNIVERSITY OF MILAN. 

Sociology deals with the issue of religious change from different points of view. This paper faces the age-

period-cohort puzzle and maintains that religious change is a generational affaire that goes mostly 

through cohorts’ replacement. There is already consistent evidence supporting our statement for the 

English-speaking world (Australia, Canada, Great Britain, New Zeland, United States) (Crockett and Voas 

2006; Voas and Chaves 2016) and for many Western and Eastern European countries (Pollack 2008; Voas 

2009; Voas and Doebler 2011; Wolf 2009). In these countries we observe a religious decline that is mostly 

due to the new cohorts coming in that are much less religious of the old cohorts going out. The paper aims 

to cumulate this evidence developing a comparative analysis of Western and Eastern European countries 

in the last fifty years. We will perform a cohort analysis trying to disentangle the effects of early 

socialisation from those of major historical events and comparing different methods: linear decomposition 

and cross-classified multilevel models (Firebaugh 2008; Yang and Land 2013). The analysis will be 

performed on a new dataset called CARPE (Church Attendance and Religious change Pooled European 

dataset) (Vezzoni and Biolcati 2015). CARPE is built with the aim of studying trends of church attendance in 

Europe by means of highly reliable estimates obtained by cumulating different studies. The dataset pools 

together five comparative and longitudinal studies covering the last five decades: Eurobarometer, ESS, 

EVS, ISSP and WVS. The dataset (version 3) combines so far 102 survey editions carried out in 45 countries 

since the 1970s for a total of 1.950.862 cases. At the individual level, the dataset includes variables 

concerning church attendance, denomination and basic socio-demographics. At the survey level, beside 

period and country, the dataset provides information about the main methodological characteristic of each 

specific survey. 
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Muslims in Scotland: The Making of Community in a Post-9/11 World 

 

BONINO STEFANO. UNIVERSITY OF TRENTO  

This paper will present findings of the book Muslims in Scotland: The Making of Community in a Post-9/11 

World (Edinburgh University Press, 2016), which is the first book-length, scholarly investigation of the 

Muslim community living in Scotland. The book was shortlisted for the 2017 Saltire Society Research Book 

of the Year Award. 

The paper argues that the experience of being a Muslim in Scotland today is shaped by the global and 

national post-9/11 shift in public attitudes towards Muslims, and is infused by the particular social, cultural 

and political Scottish ways of dealing with minorities, diversity and integration. It explores the settlement 

and development of Muslim communities in Scotland, highlighting the ongoing changes in their structure 

and the move towards a Scottish experience of being Muslim. This experience combines a sense of civic 

and social belonging to Scotland with a religious and ideological commitment to Islam, particularly among 

the younger generations. Overall, the paper contends that the small and rather well off Scottish Muslim 

population represent a unique model for the integration of Muslim communities in Europe. 
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Preachers or judges? Similarities and differences between the Muslim Brotherhood in Europe and Sayyid 

Qutb 

 

BOTTO LORIS. UNIVERSITY OF TURIN  

"Today he is a legend, and as a legend, interpretations vary". From this sentence, written by Najib Mahfouz 

in his novel "Mirrors" telling about Sayyid Qutb, we can start to analyze the ideological post-Qutb period, in 

which his ideas were spread throughout the world and were interpretated in different ways by different 

islamist groups. The main concepts expressed by him have characterized the islamist discourses and 

rethoric since his death in 1966. Those concepts are mainly the following four: jahiliyyah, hakimiyyah, jihad 

and takfir. Furthermore we can see another two subconcepts in connection with hakimiyyah and jihad: 

ubudiyyah and tali'ah. Starting from those six key-words, all connected with the "quranic method", we will 

try to not conceptualize Qutb's heritage as a single block, but as four different elements taken by each 

group and by each theorist in different and extremely plastic ways. With this postulate the purpose of this 

work will be to understand in which mesure and in which way the legacy (or, consistenly with our 

hypothesis, legacies) of one of the most controversial contemporary thinkers of political islam has been 

received and interpretated by postume islamists. Looking at some post-Qutb islamist ideologues' works, 

we will attempt to find the traces of qutbism (or qutbiyyah) in the form in which they occur, keeping in mind 

the personal history and the environment in which those traces grew, merging with period's needs. 
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Turin, a laboratory of interactions between Islamic communities and society 

 

BRAHIM BAYA. AIA - ALPS ISLAMIC ASSOCIATION 

Following the various migratory processes that took place after World War II, Western Europe now has 

about 20 million citizens or residents nominally Muslim. Islam today represents in almost all European 

countries the second religious confession for the number of believers, constituting about 4% of the total 

European population. In Italy, even if it has known relatively late compared to the rest of Europe the 

phenomenon of migration, the estimates speak of about 2 million Muslims that would represent therefore 

about 2.7% of the population. 

Islam in Europe and in Italy, in spite of its marked plurality, has a sufficient basis to allow it to put precise 

and penetrating questions to the European conscience, and to raise important questions to the European 

institutions and societies, for which the presence of Islam is a testing ground to measure to what extent 

they are able to accept a new pluralism that is much more complex than in the past. 

In this paper we would like to reflect on the case of the Islamic communities living in the city of Turin, a city 

considered by many to be an integration laboratory for Islam on the Italian level. We will introduce the 

history of this presence that dates back to the mid 80's and the evolution it has had during these three 

decades, reaching today about 50 thousand presences and 17 centers of Islamic culture and worship in the 

city. We will present the nature of the interactions that the Islamic communities have had with the 

welcoming context, in particular with the most historical religious communities, the components of civil 

society and the city administration, coming to sign a "sharing pact" between all the Islamic centers and the 

administration of the city, a pact that has been taken for example in other Italian cities and also by the 

central government. 
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Supporting ethno‐religious identities and national integration. Migrant communities and their social 

services  

 

BREUER MARC. CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF APPLIED SCIENCES OF NORTH RHINE 

This paper analyses social services which are offered by religious migrant communities, e.g. tutoring for 

school children, assistance in dealing with public authorities, health-related supports. Based on empirical 

studies of Christian and Muslim congregations in Germany, as well as on theories of social differentiation, 

my findings suggest that social services are delivered both as a means to underline ethnoreligious 

identities as well as to support integration into the majority society. Two contrary dynamics should be taken 

into account:  

Firstly, within the sociology of migration it is considered that these services are triggered by the conditions 

of immigration and the aim to provide mutual support within co-ethnic groups. However, one  

factor which is often overlooked is that social services are also evoked by the dynamics of a specifically 

religious kind. Congregations are able to achieve growing rates of participation if they link a variety of aims 

and interests (e.g. needs for assistance) to their religious affiliation. Members’ sense of ethno- 

religious belonging becomes stronger the more they get help in manifold situations within their 

community.   

Secondly, congregations use social services to reduce barriers between ethno-religious and national 

identities. While their members assimilate to the majority population, congregations try to make their 

services more professional. In Germany in particular they try to get public funding, to participate in the  

non-statutory welfare sector or they act as providers in the market. The aim in delivering services is to 

support full inclusion of their affiliates and to demonstrate that their organisation actively contributes to 

the common good. However, professionalization implies that services are oriented towards secular  

criteria of success (e.g. economic, medical, pedagogical), though new conflicts arise within the 

communities: Some subgroups endorse the dynamics of adaptation while others recognise violations of 

traditional religious norms.  
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Migrants’ camps and religious matters: some considerations  

 

BROVIA CRISTINA, UNIVERSITY OF TURIN 

Many European agricultural areas are characterised today by the prevalence of migrant labour, often 

working and living in poor conditions. For instance, different forms of camps mainly inhabited by sub-

Saharan migrants have spread in some Italian agricultural regions. Despite their spatial and social 

marginalisation, these places are associated to important economic and political concerns, implying a 

great variety of actors. Although religious matters haven’t been at the centre of the public debate 

concerning this situations, it seems interesting to question in which form and to what extent religious 

issues may play a role in these particular contexts.  

Based on a qualitative study carried out in the region of Saluzzo (Piedmont, Italy), including participant 

observation in migrant workers’ camps, interviews and the analysis of the local press, this paper develops 

some considerations about this subject on two main axes. First, we’ll question the importance of religious 

affinities in the migrants’ life organisation inside the camps. Arguing that the co-presence of hundreds of 

people in confined spaces can be a powerful vehicle of a common identification, we’ll try to understand the 

role of religious affiliation in this process. Then, we’ll question in which way religious matters could 

influence the relationship of migrants with some of the main actors involved in the management of the 

camps, in particular the catholic humanitarian association Caritas.  

These elements will open to broader considerations about the role of religion in contexts where migrants 

experience extreme precariousness and segregation. 
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Minority groups and Successful Educational Actions 

 

CAMPDEPADROS CULLELL ROGER. UNIVERSITY OF GIRONA 

BURGUÉS DE FREITAS ANA. UNIVERSITY OF BARCELONA 

Although we live in increasingly societies, those people that belong to minority groups do not always have 

the same opportunities as the mainstream. Social conflicts explained by the clash of civilizations, are in 

fact due to a lack of social integration. It is thus compulsory to analyse those experiences that, even though 

they took place within a highly cultural and religious diverse contexts they have not provided coexistence 

conflicts. So, what conditions are demanded to create a non-violent context that would foster social 

integration? 

These features are fulfilled by two case studies analysed in the research Multicultural laicism and religious 

diversity management at schools, funded by Direcció d’Afers Religisos, Generalitat de Catalunya. One of its 

contributions is that the interreligious dialogue brings great benefits regarding to promoting Culture of 

Peace and Non-Violence. Anyway, in order to achieve it, it is needed that it would be carried out under an 

Egalitarian dialogue context, where all cultures would feel and promote a mutual recognition.  

Successful Educational Actions (SEA) identified by INCLUD-ED (FP6, 2006-11) both, achieve the best 

educational outputs in any context, and allow creating Egalitarian dialogue.  

Sometimes, those that defend diversity as a desired value among the members of diverse communities, 

likewise they differenciate themeselves from other member of their own community (sometimes even 

discriminating them) arguing that they do not carry out exactly the same practices or that they have 

different conceptions about the traditions. So, for instance, we find Muslim women that have chosen to use 

hyjab that differentiate themselves from some other Muslim women that do not use it.   

This communication shows the output that when SEA are implemented at schools, it makes possible to 

create dialogue spaces between the different cultures, and between different people sharing the same 

culture. This fosters the social cohesion. It creates a space where prejudices and stereotypes on minority 

communities are refuted, and it creates a sense of belonging to the community. 
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Protection of Minors and Religious Identities. Juridical problems of Islamic kafala in the context of 

citizenship rights  

 

CAROBENE GERMANA. UNIVERSITY OF NAPLES FEDERICO II 

The kafala institute has highlighted new legal problems in Italy as a result of the ratification, in 2016, of the 

Hague Convention on the Protection of Minors which, bypassing the rules dedicated to it, has left a 

dangerous regulatory void. It is, as is known, an institute to protect children that can take on different 

meanings and purposes in different social contexts. It is therefore essential to start from a historical, 

anthropological, sociological premise, even before that of the kafala in the countries of origin to highlight 

the difficulties - and possible solutions - of its approach to the institution of adoption both for Italian citizens 

and for family reunification in immigration settings. The legal problem is related to the delicate balance 

between the right to protection of children and respect for public order. It is also necessary to evaluate the 

coexistence of multiple factors, inter alia, that this institute is closely linked to the right to religious 

freedom as it is based on a Koranic precept. The use of special legal figures for adoption, as occurred in 

Italy in the past, risks to favour dangerous discriminatory phenomena based on the religious belonging of 

the subjects and imposes on the child a "weakened" legal protection based on the religious choices of his 

parents. . The simple equation to our adoption would not protect the subject in the country of origin that 

does not recognize this possibility of 'artificial' filiation.  The only possible solution is therefore that 

founded, not only on the adoption of a clear Italian law, but on the provision of bilateral agreements able to 

guarantee the supreme interest of the child, based on real understanding and respect for the meaning and 

objectives that kafala and adoption intend to pursue in their respective laws. 
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Discrimination in the wedding venue business: religion or ethnicity? 

 

CAROL SARAH, KUIPERS COCO, KASPERS MILAN AND KOESLING PHILIPP. UNIVERSITY OF COLOGNE 

Various studies have investigated the discrimination of ethnic and religious minorities on the labour and 

rental market, in the education system as well as in public administrations. While many of these studies 

found support for discrimination, we know little about the following question: To what extent is 

discrimination based on religious or ethnic grounds, or do the two maybe even reinforce each other? This 

study tries to disentangle religious and ethnic discrimination using a field experiment in the wedding venue 

business in nine cities across North, West, South and East Germany. Overall, 400 requests were sent out 

by e-mail. We randomly varied two traits (ethnic names and whether the wedding is religious or not). The 

first version of the e-mail contained a request by a couple with wide-spread Arabic names. The second 

version additionally contained the information that the couple would like to host an Islamic wedding at the 

venue. A couple with typical German names signed the third and the fourth version of the e-mail (control 

group). To the fourth e-mail, we added the information that the couple plans to celebrate a Free Church 

ceremony at the venue. Our analysis of this experiment shows that couples with Arabic names receive 

significantly less confirmations compared to couples with German names, no matter whether the religion 

was mentioned or not. In fact, planning a religious wedding does not further increase the ethnic penalty. We 

conclude by considering how characteristics of the venue (e.g., venue size and location) might moderate 

these results. 
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Attitudes towards Abortion among Muslim Migrants and Non-Muslim Natives in Western Europe 

 

CAROL SARAH. UNIVERSITY OF COLOGNE 

MILEWSKI NADJA. UNIVERSITY OF ROSTOCK  

What are the attitudes of migrants and natives towards abortion? To investigate these questions, we draw 

on two surveys. First, the EURISLAM survey, which gathered data on Muslim migrants and natives in 

Western Europe. Second, we draw on the TIES data of the Turkish second generation living in Western 

Europe. Taking assimilation theory as our point of departure, we hypothesize that the societal climate 

towards abortion in the country of residence explains the attitudes of migrants. By and large, migrants 

approve of abortion to a lower extent than natives, which cannot be entirely explained by individual levels 

of religiosity and socio-demographic variables. Nevertheless, our cross-national comparison reveals 

patterns of convergence between migrants and natives where French residents are the most accepting of 

abortion, while German residents are the least. Our findings from the TIES data validate the findings from 

the EURISLAM survey. 
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Anti-refugees attitudes of Polish Catholics and the teaching of the Catholic Church – the surprising 

paradox and its reasons 

 

CEKIERA RAFAŁ. UNIVERSITY OF SILESIA IN KATOWICE 

In Poland, the refugee crisis can be defined as the phantom. Despite the vestigial number of refugees and 

relatively low number of immigrants, the problem causes enormous social repercussions. There is an 

extremely interesting tension between the social doctrine of the Catholic Church, its official documents 

dealing with refugees' reception – and a very definite refusal of worshippers. Poland is one of the countries 

with the biggest percentage of people declaring to be members of the Catholic Church (96,1%, “National 

Census of Population and Housing”, 2011). At the same time, Poland belongs to countries in Europe which 

are the least willing to shelter war refugees. (Should Poland accept refugees from countries affected by 

military conflict? 63% - No, 29% - “Yes, we should let them stay in Poland until they can return to their land 

of origin” and only 4% - „Yes, we should receive them and let them settle”; CBOS, 12.2017). 

The tension is also visible at the institutional level. Polish conservative government appealing to the social 

doctrine of the Church refuses categorically to adopt the refugees. The government did not even accept so 

called humanitarian corridors prepared by church organizations. 

Another interesting area for research relating to the topic is reluctance for the teaching of Pope Francis, 

shown by a part of Polish Catholics. Among Polish worshippers community – formerly very attached to 

papal institutions – there are voices questioning or even rejecting the Pope's authority. 

All the mentioned areas of tension between the Church doctrine and the big part of Polish society, which 

are the consequences of migration crisis, will be discussed in the paper. Other specific reactions of 

Catholic Church in Poland will be also presented. They are possible without acceptance of the state, for 

example humanitarian aid and fund-raising for refugees in Polish churches. 

 

 

  



BOOK OF ABSTRACTS  ESA 2018 RN34 ·  TORINO 

23 
 

Terrorism and Jihadism; clashing identities and de-radicalization in the European context 

 

CHRISTIE KENNETH. ROYAL ROADS UNIVERSITY 

BOULBY MARION. TRENT UNIVERSITY 

Terrorism and jihad has become a global phenomenon, a product of modernity and globalization which 

shows no sign of abating; and found its defining point in the post-cold-war 9/11 atrocities. Whether this 

poses a threat to the Western way of life or our notion of civilization is a highly debatable topic. What is not 

in dispute  is that the  number of radicalized young people in Western and non-Western countries who are 

willing to travel overseas in the cause of jihad or holy war has increased significantly since 9/11. Since 2010, 

we have seen a 58% rise in the number of extremist jihadi groups, around the world. 

The Islamic state or ISIS as it’s more commonly known) has “gone global” following in the footsteps of al-

Qaeda from which it split in 2012. Al Qaeda’s ambition under Osama Bin Laden was similar. They wanted to 

bring together the ummah, the Muslims of the world, to overthrow. Corrupt and venal regimes mainly in the 

Middle East who did not represent their brand of Islam The idea was that this was the first stage in in 

reclaiming and reasserting the former glory and power of the lost Muslim empires of the middle Ages, the 

“golden” age of Islam and all it represented. This was a failure and so groups like Al Qaeda started targeting 

the West who were seen as the upholders of these regimes and more vulnerable to the force of terrorism. 

Waves of radicalization followed as Westerners and foreigners of all stripes  clamored to join the radical 

bandwagon. ISIS has continued with this trend, frightening the West who believe that their citizens once 

recruited by terrorist groups like ISIS and relocated to the Middle East among other locations will return 

home to wage jihad on home soil. 

These are real fears. ISIS has added global parts to its local strategy of seizing territory, attacking directly 

to terrorize, mobilize and polarize Western populations and nation-states. It’s not only a new recruitment 

tool; it’s an effort to set Western liberal views against conservatives who would ban immigration, the Burka 

and much more if they had their way. 

In February 2015, ISIS laid out an editorial in its propaganda magazine Dabiq, in which it said they wanted to 

eliminate the “grey” zone. This according to them was what lay between belief and unbelief, good and evil, 

the righteous and the damned. It was home to all those who had yet to commit to either side. “The grey zone, 

ISIS claimed, had been “critically endangered (since) the blessed operations of September 11th, as “these 

operations showed the world “the two camps that mankind must choose between. (Guardian Weekly 

20/11/15). 

Some questions are important around this. 

1) Why are young people radicalized to support jihad strategies against the West, in particular when 

they are from or grew up in Western countries? 

2) What are their motivations and how are they lured into this?  

3) How does their behavior differ from traditional versions of terrorism? 
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4) What possible strategies have been attempted at de-radicalization and efforts to solve the 

problem? 

We would like to examine these problems in the light of large scale migration into Europe from often war 

torn countries in conflict where society has broken down and the state institutions no longer capable of 

controlling their populations. The clash of identities is a very real one but we need to see it in the context in 

which it has come about. 
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Religious pluralism, radicalisation and fundamentalism. A legal approach to the management of diversity. 

 

CIANITTO CRISTIANA. UNIVERSITY OF MILAN  

BOTTONI ROSSELLA. CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF MILAN  

This paper aims to explore in a legal perspective the issues of anti-religious racism, radicalisation and 

fundamentalism. The first part will offer a description of the legal principles regulating state-religious 

denominations relations and religious pluralism in European contemporary democracies. As stated by the 

European Court of Human Rights, “pluralism is indissociable from a democratic society”. The creation of 

tensions “is one of the unavoidable consequences of pluralism. The role of the authorities in such 

circumstances is not to remove the cause of tension by eliminating pluralism, but to ensure that the 

competing groups tolerate each other” (Serif v. Greece). In societies characterized by an increasing 

number of migrants, the growth of religious pluralism goes hand in hand with the growth of societal 

tensions, even though a certain degree of social struggle between different religious groups is a distinctive 

feature of the European modern history. As such, it is enhanced, but not created, by the migration crisis. 

The second part of the paper will be devoted to analyse two examples of such tensions: the conflict between 

fundamental rights, such as freedom of religion and freedom of expression, and the increasing importance 

of religion in the crime committing intent . These two examples have been chosen to understand how 

selected European States cope with these phenomena, the extent to which their policies comply with the 

requirements of democracy, and whether there are local good practices that could be implemented in 

other European countries.  
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Migration, Religion and Social Change. An Intergenerational Approach  

 

CINGOLANI PIETRO, UNIVERSITY OF TURIN  

Pentecostalism is one of the most vital religious movements, expanding worldwide in a context of 

increasing globalization. A number of studies analyze the relationship between migration and 

Pentecostalism, focusing on the migration of African people to Western Europe (Adogame 2010; van Dijk 

2004; Hunt and Lightly 2001; Martin 2010). Although Pentecostalism has an increasing importance in many 

Eastern European countries there are still few studies on migrants coming from this area. 

This paper traces the role of this religion in the lives of Romanian villagers, through different historical 

phases, from its appearance in Romania in the first decade of the twentieth century, to the current 

migration of Romanians to Italy. Pentecostalism has been able to respond to specific needs in different 

historical periods and in different contexts, as a result of the flexibility of the organizational structure of 

the church and doctrine. The paper show that Pentecostal discourse has many ambiguities and 

contradictions, but they are the reason the religion has been able to adapt and establish itself 

transnationally.  Particular attention is devoted to the analysis of intergenerational transmission of 

religious values and to the relationship between Pentecostalism and other religions in the migratory 

context. 
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Haifa city and Tonnies community society Israel 

 

CIPRIANI ROBERTO. UNIVERSITY OF ROME 3 

The city of Haifa presents a number of significant traits that may help us test Tönnies’s idea (1963) of a 

dichotomy between community (Gemeinschaft) and society (Gesellschaft). In different moments of city life, 

we find features typical of community, in certain others, characteristics typical of society. At residential 

level, some houses are built in such a way as not to favour interaction between social actors, while others 

favour it so much as it appears to be something taken, practically, for granted.  

It is one thing to live in large, multi-storey condominiums, another to reside in one/two-storey houses that 

favour a continuous, even specular, encounter of glances, voices, modes of behaviour. But there are also 

situations where given contextual conditions are nullified by the will of individuals who gather for mutually 

shared moments of convivium, celebration, ritual, entertainment, leisure. This is true of Jews, Muslims, 

Melkites, Maronites, Ahmadyya, Baha'i, Catholics and Protestants alike. In this sense, it is quite clear what 

strategic a role an occasion like the Holiday of Holidays, held in Haifa every year in December, can play. 

The everyday life of Haifa undergoes a series of interactions involving people, one might say completely, 

and impacting on every sphere of their lives. This can be seen at neighbourhood, condominium, district and 

city level, depending on the contingencies of the moment, on local, regional, national, foreign or domestic 

socio-political events and on whether open or surreptitious conflict is taking place. 
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The impact of changes in social-economic conditions in the countries of origin of migrants and refugees on 

migration fluxes and the role of social remittances. 

 

COPPOLA NICOLAMARIA, SAPIENZA UNIVERSITY OF ROME  

The general framework of the research focuses on the impact of current and changing social and economic 

conditions in the countries of origin of migrants and refugees on fluxes’ dynamics, analyzing nature, 

characteristics and transformation of the social and economic conditions in the countries of origin. 

The currently most diffused – although contrasting - hypotheses on the effects of migration fluxes on the 

countries of origin (Nowicka and Šerbedžija, 2017; Grabowska, Garapich and Jaźwińska, 2017; de Lima, 2016; 

Kessler, 2016; Faist, 2013; de Haas, 2011; Ambrosini, 2011; Macioti, 2010; Castels and Miller, 2009; Zanfrini, 

2007; Castels, 2003; Black, 2001; Arango, 2000; Cohen, 1996) as either agents of change or agents of 

stagnation and decline, can be synthetized as follows:  

1) Migration constitutes a considerable obstacle to local development in the countries of origin; 

2) Migration constitutes an agent for the development of the countries of origin hat benefit from the 

migration of their natives. 

According to numerous studies on the positive or negative impact of migration in the countries of origin, it 

emerges that the social remittances of migration - ideas, know-how, norms, values, knowledge, behavior, 

practices and skills that migrants bring home with them or that they send home from abroad - can promote 

or deter development in home countries (Levitt and Lamba-Nieves, 2011; Levitt, 1998 and 2001). Within the 

general framework of the impact of migration in the countries of origin, the question whether social 

remittances can be seen as true agents of change in wider social-political-economic processes with an 

impact on their home societies or not, appears as most significant also for the definition of adequate 

policies of intervention in countries of origin, and of integration on countries of destination. This is the 

reason why the research has also the aim of conceptualizing a new paradigm to develop a tool for the 

interpretation of push and pull factors and to define strategies to improve the social-political and economic 

approaches both to the development in countries of origin and to the integration in countries of destination. 
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The last Bulwark of the Christian Occident? Religion and the new Right Wing Populism in Europe and the 

U.S. 

 

CREMER TOBIAS. CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY 

From the carrying of crosses and the singing of hymns at rallies, to a new rhetoric centred on the defence 

of “the Christian occident” against “radical Islam” and “godless Liberalism”: right-wing populists on both 

sides of the Atlantic are making increasing use of Christian symbols and language. Many observers are 

quick to take such behaviour at face-value and resurrect concepts like the “Clash of Civilisations” or new 

“Culture Wars” between Christianity, Islam and Secularism. However, on closer inspection, the 

relationship between the new right and Christianity is much more nuanced. In the U.S. for instance, Donald 

Trump is widely perceived as the least religious GOP candidate in recent history and has faced significant 

opposition from evangelical clergy. In Europe, supporters of right-wing populism tend to be 

disproportionally irreligious, and Church attendance remains a strong predictor for not voting right-wing 

populist. This paper therefore seeks to better understand this ambiguous relationship by exploring right-

wing populists’ motives for using religion and religious communities’ responses. Drawing on new survey 

data and a theoretical framework that combines scholarship on populism, with secularisation and political 

cleavage theory, it finds that right-wing populists employ Christian symbols and language as a cultural 

identity marker, in order to mobilise voters around new identity cleavages directed against Islam and 

Muslim migrants. However, in doing so they remain distanced from Christian doctrine and instead seek to 

combine Christian identity markers with secularist policy stances, suggesting a secularisation of Christian 

symbols and a loss of the Church(es)’ religious authority rather than a resurgence of religion in society. The 

empirical finding that this strategy is most successful amongst irreligious or non-practicing voters, whilst 

practicing Christians remain more “immune”, suggests thereby that Churches’ reactions may have a 

significant impact on right-wing populists’ electoral success, by either legitimising or debunking the 

hijacking of religion 
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"Brain Drain and Diaspora" in contemporary Middle East. The Arab-Islamic thought and the European 

"drawing power" in dialogue. 

 

DEMICHELIS MARCO, UNIVERSITY OF NAVARRA 

This paper would like to provide a contribution about the influence of contemporary Arab-Islamic thought 

on the conceptualization of emigration, in particular, concerning the period of time which preceded and 

followed the “paradimatic” phase around 2011.  

The historical connection between Islam and “Diaspora” is religiously rooted within the meaning  that the 

term Hijra acquired in the first century. However, its importance for historical and religious reasons needs 

to be considered also in relation to anthropological and sociological aspects too.  

The term Muhajirun, those who made the Hijra, quickly refer not only to those who followed Muhammad in 

622 from Mecca to Medina, but to those who decided to populate the new conquered territories (Syria, 

Egypt, Mesopotamia, Iranian plateau etc.) outside the Arabian Peninsula (VII-X centuries) and that after it 

decided to take root and urbanize themselves.  

During early Islam, the Hijra became an instrument to transform Arab Bedouin lifestyle in sedentary, but 

also to develop the first conceptualization of Jihad combining the muhajir with the mujahid: he who 

emigrates and strives on the way of God, perhaps in a Ribat bordering the Byzantine enemy. 

The emigration today has assumed a completely different implication and the Hijra has lost its original 

content, anyway, Arab diaspora continues to be particularly relevant, in specific after 2011.  

The deflagration of some Arab countries in the last years as their impoverishment in the three decades 

before, emphasized a huge emigration to Europe, a continent in which Islamic presence has reached the 

relevant number of 40 millions ab. within a geography of half billion.  

Since the ‘90s different authors (Yusuf al-Qaradawi, Layla Babes, Tariq Ramadan etc.) and well known 

Imam (Tareq Oubrou, Dalil Boubakeur etc.) and institution as the European Council for Fatwa and Research 

(ECFR) started to elaborate a jurisprudence of minorities outside the Dar al-Islam, enforceable to 

contemporary and in relation to Arabs/Muslims’ current needs.  

The analysis within this article would like to consider in particular two aspects, both related with violence 

(Qital): the emigration to escape from Fasad, the political as the ethical corruption of the Arab countries of 

origin, as that, to flight from religious and inter-religious intern-aggression. Can we historically and 

religiously compare the Hijra of early Muhajirun from Mecca, with that of Arab-Muslim emigrants today? 

Can we discover similarities between the early and the contemporary reasons of emigration?  

Contemporary Islamic thought has been able to elaborate a clear understanding and assumption of 

responsibility for the political and religious reasons behind new forms of Hijra. Why, after the deflagration 

of Syria, those who escaped, have tried to reach Europe and not the Arab Gulf? 
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Religiosity and integration among the population of Turkish immigrant background in Germany 

 

DEMMRICH  SARAH. MÜLLER OLAF. POLLACK DETLEF. UNIVERSITY OF MÜNSTER, GERMANY 

Research in the social sciences has been increasingly focussing in recent years on the relationship 

between religiosity and the integration of Muslim immigrants in particular. Assimilation theories argue 

that second and third generation immigrants adapt in the course of a successful social and structural 

integration of the largely secular majority society, and that their religiosity therefore decreases (Alba & 

Foner 2015). According to the thesis of “reactive religiosity”, though, immigrants and their offspring may, 

after experiencing social exclusion and discrimination, reaffirm their identification with their ethnic in-

group, resulting not in a weaker but in a stronger attachment to their religion (Fleischmann/Phalet 2012). 

Finally, however, the assumption that religiosity and integration are interdependent can also be reversed 

by inquiring into the extent to which certain forms of religiosity (“liberal” forms vs. dogmatism, 

fundamentalism, etc.) impact on people’s willingness to integrate, on how they actually integrate, and on 

how they perceive their own integration (Garcia-Muñoz/Neuman 2012). This contribution explores the role 

of religiosity for integration based on survey data collected in 2015/16 among the population of Turkish 

immigrant background in Germany. 
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Cultural Identity among Second Generation Children from Migrants Families 

 

ELIYAHU-LEVI DOLY. GANZ-MEISHAR MICHAL. LEVINSKY COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

The concept of "cultural identity" is a broad structure encompassing a variety of identities that express the 

nature of the relationship between the child and national ethnic groups. 

The second generation of children from migrant families includes thousands of children born in Israel - the 

destination country of migrants. In the process of design cultural identity, children of the second 

generation face dialectical tensions and cultural encounters between two main cultural identities: One - 

the ethnic identity that expresses the connection between the child and his social and cultural group in the 

country of origin; Second - the national identity that expresses the connection between the child and the 

social and culture in the target country - Israel. Each of the two identities, ethnic and national, can be strong 

and stable or weak and underdeveloped (Berry, 1997; Liebkind, 2001; Alba, 2011; Ricucci, 2014).  

Cultural Identity conflicts are sometimes characterized by confusion in aspirations and ideals, anxiety, 

withdrawal of functioning, and even anger and rejection due to the sense of alienation. In other cases there 

may be reactions such as seclusion, crime, leaving school and joining marginal groups (Hutnik, 1991). 

The educators who deal with the process of design cultural identity work to reduce the gaps between the 

two identities and to help children shape a personal identity that will enhance their sense of belonging to 

the receiving society, the sense of self-efficacy and thus increase their chances of integrating. 

The purpose of this study is to examine the actions of educators designing the cultural identity among 

children of the second generation from migrant families. 

The research is a qualitative-interpretive study that combines description, analysis, interpretation and 

understanding. The data was collected in five in-depth interviews with educators.  

The findings of our research indicate a variety of educators activities:  

(1) Wrote a unique curriculum for formulating children's' cultural identity "Salfi".  

(2) Connected learning subject to the children personal world. 
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Mosques as symbols of cultural and religious plurality in contemporary Greek society 

 

EVERGETI VENETIA, UNIVERSITY OF SURREY 

The aim of this paper is to investigate cultural and religious diversity in contemporary Greek society within 

the context of the ongoing financial and refugee crisis. Traditionally a country of emigration, Greece has 

been transformed in the last twenty years by extensive immigration. Although rapidly changing to a multi-

ethnic and diverse society, narratives of national identification remain mono-cultural and Islam still 

represents the religious ‘Other’ against which elements of the national self have been historically 

produced. Regardless of the increased immigration flows, at present there are no realistic, coherent and 

operational immigration policies that could guarantee long-term residence to immigrants, or recognition 

of their rights and of religious pluralism and diversity in Greek society at large. Adding to this complexity is 

the fact that Greece is home to an indigenous Muslim minority located in Thrace (Northern Greece).  As is 

the case with national minorities across Europe, this small Muslim community was formed by the 

movement of geographical boundaries rather than through migration. Based on long term ethnographic 

fieldwork, visual and photographic material and media analysis, the paper will explore the form, function 

and symbolism of mosques in Thrace and the ongoing debates about the construction of a mosque in the 

capital, Athens. Current dominant public discourses will be discussed on both the immigrant and 

indigenous Muslims in Greece and the way religious diversity (and in particular Islam) is tolerated and 

negotiated in Greek society. The paper proposes that there is a negotiated order through which meanings 

of religious plurality are constructed and changed within specific contexts. 
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Between global flows, co-habitation and strict marginality. A spatial analysis of the religious diversity in 

Rome 

 

FABRETTI VALERIA. CENTER FOR RELIGIOUS STUDIES. BRUNO KESSLER FOUNDATION 

In the frame of the renewed attention toward the role of spatial analyses in the understanding of 

postsecular societies, the paper offers a sociological interpretation of the growing religious diversity in 

Rome and its relationship with the urban space. It refers to ethnographic data collected on the east 

quadrant of the city in 2017 and 2018. Moving from an overall picture of the practices binding communities, 

places of worship and the social/political space, the contribution firstly looks at the presence of a multitude 

of places of worship for the different traditions and communities as the outcome of an ambivalent process, 

within a city ideally generous to the expression of ‘the religious’ but not fully open to a territorial and 

political recognition of the religious minorities recently established. Secondly, the paper analyses 

particular cases of places of worship, namely those places used and shared by multiple religious 

communities in different times of the week or those places referring to different denominations that are 

located very close to each other – and discuss the social meaning and outcomes of co-habitation strategies 

and practices, considered not only as pragmatic solution to ‘place making’ but also as spatial conditions 

potentially generating exchange and hybridity. 
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Religious Communities and Religious Identity: A Qualitative Study with Turkish Immigrants in Bielefeld*  

 

GENCAL KUBRA. BIELEFELD UNIVERSITY 

After the agreement in 1961 between Germany and Turkey, Turkish immigration began in order to meet the 

need of labour recruitment of Germany. First, they were seen as “Guest workers” but throughout the time, 

their situation has changed and their integration and cultural representation has been worth stressing 

issues. Especially, Turkish people as the largest immigrant group in Germany; identity, culture and 

representation of them are still important issues to contemplate on. In fact, when they began to encounter 

with a different culture in German society, they demand to practice their own culture and come together 

with immigrants who share the same culture and identity. In this context, religion which constitutes an 

important part of Turkish culture has a prominent role to understand the dynamics of representation of 

culture and identity of the immigrants. Eventually, identity has always been performed in public space and 

it demonstrates that the cultural and religious needs of immigrants paved the way for the establishment of 

new public spaces in terms of mosques, prayer rooms and communities. Therefore, it is crucial to 

comprehend what are the roles of religious communities for Turkish immigrants and how these religious 

communities serve as a place for migrants in which they can reproduce their values and their identities. In 

this paper, religious communities and religious identity among Turkish immigrants will be analysed 

through semi-structured interviews which conducted with the people who are the members and 

participants of Turkish religious communities in Bielefeld. To clarify, how a religious community provides 

an identity for the Turkish immigrants and what are the roles of the religious communities on Turkish 

immigrants’ life and daily practices are investigated. This study also aims to reveal the meaning of the 

religious events and gatherings in the mosque that are attributed by participants of the mosque with a 

qualitative study.  
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Attitudes towards Religious Minorities in Hungary 

 

GERGELY  ROSTA. PÁZMÁNY  PÉTER. CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY BUDAPEST 

According to the 2008 European Values Study, Hungary was among the countries with the lowest level of 

rejecting Muslims: only 11% did not want to have Muslims as neighbors. This seems understandable, 

considering the very tiny size of the Muslim population in Hungary. More recent studies draw a 

fundamentally different picture about attitudes towards Muslims in Hungary. According to the Spring 2016 

Global Attitudes Survey of the Pew Research Center, Hungary had the highest rate of unfavorable view of 

Muslims in Europe, with more than 70 per cent sharing such opinions. These negative views are fueled by 

both the refugee crisis that strongly affected Hungary in 2015, and the following government campaigns 

against migrants and refugees. 
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From Urban Geometry to Religious Urbanity 

 

GIORDA MARIACHIARA. SAPIENZA UNIVERSITY OF ROME  

During 20th Century Italy, the classical dichotomy between urban (city) and rural (country) settlements 

was characterized by the presence of two distinct religious contexts; urban spaces were a network of 

strategically placed equidistant religious spaces, i.e churches (“parrocchie”), while rural settlements 

provided a less organised panorama composed of a large variety of forms, typologies, and numbers of 

convents, a sort of pillar of excellence in spirituality. Present day sociology of religious places focuses 

more on urban settings, which serve as a privileged lens into social, political, cultural and religious 

changes. The main purpose of this paper is to analyse from a historical perspective the shift from the 

context in which religious places existed in the 1900s, to a new dichotomy between a de jure and a de facto 

reality. As far as the imbrication between the religious super-diversity and the "urban geometry" is 

concerned, one ought to refer to the architecture and the aesthetics of the Italian cities as they are 

organized and regulated on an administrative level by Civil institutions. Consideration must also be given 

to the new religious composition of these cities as they become saturated with new settlers of different 

religions, change that imposes an architectonic redefinition of the classical concept of the Italian city. 

Excluding the Catholic church which is granted by Concordato and different laws (i.e. church for 5000 

members), the absence of a juridical set of laws jeopardizes an adequate management of newly founded 

religious places. In urban settings, the concept of the three logics of placement of religious communities in 

space (substitution, coexistence, overlapping) is added to the blurred line between secular and religious 

in new surroundings - mixité (indoor/outdoor; makeshift religious spaces in secular places; rented 

religious places; barely legal places; multireligious rooms and buildings). It is possible, thus, to evidence a 

process of sacralisation of such public urban spaces based on this variety of forms between visibility and 

invisibility, both in private and public spaces, and which is creating a sense of religious urbanity. 
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Localized human rights and local secularism 

 

GIORGI ALBERTA, UNIVERSITY OF BERGAMO 

The Europeanization process heavily - and ambiguously – impacted upon the governance of religious 

diversity. On the one side, it fostered the convergence, in relation to the increasing role of European-level 

policies and conventions. On the other side, it carefully avoided intervening on such a delicate issue, re-

affirming the primacy of the national level in dealing with ‘religious issues’.  

In this paper I shed light to the complex role that the redefinition of the government scalarity plays in the 

governance of religious diversity: more specifically, I investigate the tensions between the municipal, 

regional and national governments through a focus on Italy. In Italy, the absence of a framework law on the 

governance of religious diversity coupled with a highly regionalized political system built a system of 

localized religious rights that religious minorities navigate by adopting different strategies. On the one 

side, some religious groups are better positioned than others to mobilize scale-jumping practices – from 

the local to the regional, up to the national (and/or international) government. On the other side, political 

entrepreneurs mobilize religion-related issues in discussing the role of local politics with respect to the 

national government. The complex interactions between the local, the regional and the national levels 

configure variable ‘geometries of secularism’.   

The paper draws on data collected in the framework of the project GRASSROOTSMOBILISE, whose primary 

objective is to investigate the impact that human rights norms exert on the strategies and discourses of 

religious and civil society actors in Europe, this contribution investigates how religious minorities in Italy 

assess their situation, challenges and opportunities. Data mainly consist of interviews with the 

representatives of religious minority groups and their lawyers and/or legal consultants, media analysis, 

and case law analysis. 
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The ‘’moral order’’ of holistic farming and the «greening» of the Swiss vineyards: Technological and 

cosmological insights in contemporary winemaking 

 

GRANDJEAN ALEXANDRE. UNIVERSITY OF LAUSANNE 

Agriculture has recently received much attention in Swiss environmental debates throughout a polling 

initiative on “alimentary security”, hence fostering locally and nationally-bound perspectives on food 

production. Yet, these local enhanced perspectives are still entangled by cosmopolitan networks, and the 

most militant of them are inscribed into a wider ''holistic moral order'' claiming for a new relation toward 

‘’nature’’, ‘’experts’’, ‘’production’’, ‘’senses’’ and global ‘’movements’’ (of goods, persons and knowledge). 

This presentation shall concentrate on the organic(ist) turn occurring in Switzerland, and particularly on 

the increasing trend in biodynamic viticulture (i.e. the raising and turning of grapes into wine) as being the 

conjunction between global esoteric and ''new age'' cosmological approaches as well as "risk experience" 

on the one side, and it’s locally claimed agrarian and pragmatic applications on the other. Based on 

ethnographic fieldwork in the “greening” of Swiss vineyards, this presentation introduces to different 

modalities of conceiving and applying to new cosmopolitan « moral orders » through religious/spiritual 

(cosmological) and naturalistic (technological) resources, while at the same time tackling the issue of 

global environmental care, soil regeneration and climate risk affecting those remaining in one place, as 

well as those having to leave their homeland as results of soil depredation and climate deterioration. 
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Religious diversity in urban spaces: a comparative study in Barcelona 

 

GRIERA MAR. CLOT-GARRELL ANNA. AUTÒNOMA UNIVERSITY OF BARCELONA 

MONTAÑÉS ANTONIO. UNIVERSITY OF ST. ANDREWS 

Contemporary urban spaces are filled with a growing array of religious expressions and symbols that are 

indicative of the global revitalization of religious identities, and the religious pluralization of modern-day 

cities. This paper explores those undertakings that exteriorize the activities of religious communities 

beyond the private space of their respective centers. These “public expressions of religiosity”, in addition 

to contributing to the visibility of religious plurality, reveal the numerous challenges brought about by 

current transformations in the urban religious landscape. In this paper, therefore, we will examine the 

practices and repertories of mobilization of religious communities in Barcelona. The paper is based on the 

R&D project Urban Religions (CSO2015-66198-P), a qualitative multiple case study structured around a 

comparative analysis of public expressions of religiosity among five distinct religious communities 

(Catholics, Protestants, Sikhs, Muslims and Buddhists) in the city of Madrid and Barcelona (Spain). 
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Passing down Islam in Guest Workers Families 

 

HENNIG LINDA, UNIVERSITY OF MÜNSTER 

Regarding the transmission of traditional Islamic beliefs among migrants, researchers stress the 

significance of low educational levels of the first generation of migrant workers. These traditional beliefs, 

however, are often rejected by the next generation, which is especially true for the so-called Neo-

Orthodox Muslims. The experience of upward social mobility by younger generations indicates a complex 

relation between religious socialization and formal education. We assume that the role of Islam in 

socialization processes is not only shaped by the first generation’s low educational level but also by their 

aspirations for upward social mobility and the second generation’s educational achievements. 

By reconstructing socialization processes this presentation aims to evaluate the different as well as 

dynamic characteristics and developments of Islam across generations. We draw on data gathered in in-

depth interviews with Muslim women who grew up in families of migrant workers and who realized upward 

social mobility in Germany and France. We will not limit the analysis to the processes taking place in 

families; moreover we relocate socialization processes by considering interactions with the host society 

(adaption to rules, attribution and perception of status, community offers). Following a reconstructive 

methodology we aim to identify typical socialization contexts in Muslim migrant communities. The analysis 

indicates that not only the first generation’s religious commitment influences individual parameters of 

religiosity of the second generation but also the latter’s dealing with religious difference in a plural society 

in general. 
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Searching for the Roots of Xenophobia 

 

IAKIMOVA OLGA. URAL FEDERAL UNIVERSITY 

In the last few decades xenophobic and extreme right-wing political movements have become 

increasingly strong electoral forces in many European countries. There are signs of a growing wave of 

xenophobic sentiment, resulting in discrimination against ethnic migrants in the labour and housing 

markets, and in education and health care. Both national and international laws require governments to 

protect people against discriminatory treatment, but developing effective policies to cope with 

discrimination requires a clear understanding of the factors that trigger xenophobia. Despite a substantial 

body of cross-national research on the subject, the causes continue to be debated. My paper reviews the 

relevant evidence in an effort to move closer to a clear understanding of causes of xenophobia, particularly 

in reference to European countries. 

Social Identity Theories, Group Threat Theories, Theories of Nationalism and Value Theories all provide us 

with potentially useful cognitive explanations of xenophobia. To explain the perceived increase of 

xenophobic sentiments in European countries requires a dynamic theory of value change. The paper draws 

on all of these approaches, concluding that relatively secure people tend to be more tolerant than less 

secure once. Summing them up, I conclude that existential security/insecurity is the major cause of non-

xenophobic/xenophobic attitudes. 

To test this hypothesis I utilize the data of the World Value Survey project, which covers all European 

countries. First, I compare the dynamics of xenophobic attitudes in countries that are sources of 

immigrants with comparable attitudes in countries that are major receivers of immigrants. Second, I 

perform a multi-level regression analysis to identify individual and country level factors that affect 

xenophobic attitudes and its dynamics in each of the selected country. 

Based on the resulting findings, the paper concludes that (1) diversity alone does not produce xenophobia 

unless it is accompanied by existential insecurity and (2) current conditions can produce short-term 

period effects in levels of existential insecurity causing immediate fluctuations in levels of xenophobia, but 

xenophobic attitudes are more heavily shaped by the levels of insecurity one experienced during one’s 

formative years, making a country’s level of xenophobic attitudes relatively stable. 

 

 

  



BOOK OF ABSTRACTS  ESA 2018 RN34 ·  TORINO 

43 
 

An ecological perspective for exploring the integration-radicalization nexus 

 

INTROINI FABIO. MEZZETTI GIULIA. CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF MILAN 

The phenomenon of jihadist radicalization has gained center-stage in public debates around the 

integration of Muslims in Europe, as it raises the issue of the motivations driving young people - who are 

overwhelmingly of immigrant descent - to adhere to Jihadism, questioning the process of migrant 

integration and the treatment of Muslim minorities in Europe. It appears that socio-economic integration 

can only partially explain the success of Jihadism; more profound fractures linked to Muslims’ “symbolic 

integration” (Césari, 2013), i.e. how they are accepted and perceived by European receiving societies, better 

account for the success of this form of violent extremism. The literature agrees that it is impossible to 

identify the “profile” of would-be jihadists; it also seems hard to define univocal “pathways” or “models” of 

radicalization (McCauley & Moskalenko, 2008). Based on Latour's Actor-Network approach (2005), we 

contend that an ecological perspective is well-suited for grasping the appeal of the “jihadist endeavour”, 

whose “plausibility” emerges from the empirical analysis of a number of biographies and first-person 

accounts that we carried out. This allows us to disentangle apparently contrasting evidence: on one hand, 

identitarian cleavages occurring in European societies (e.g. in France or Germany), which result in the 

spread of Salafist countercultures (paralleled by the growth of fierce anti-Muslim sentiments); on the 

other, the inexistent or very low levels of religiosity frequently reported in the accounts of jihadists’ lives, 

which also include people with no Muslim or migrant background.  
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The European Migration Crisis and Ontological Insecurity: 'open-door policy' in the Federal Republic of 

Germany 

 

JOVIČIĆ LJILJANA, UNIVERSITY OF ZAGREB 

The paper scrutinizes the issues of anti-religious racism and right-wing extremism on the example of the 

Federal Republic of Germany in the context of the  European Migration Crisis. In a country  that long defined 

citizenship by blood and ethnicity, few questions are more sensitive than “who is a German?” The question 

has found expression in groups like Pegida or the Alternative for Germany, a populist party.  

The motivations driving AfD voters and Pegida participants can possibly best be characterised through 

Anthony Giddens's theory of structuration and the concept of ontological security which refers to a sense 

of order and continuity in an individual's life by avoiding chaos and anxiety. If a critical situation occurs (an 

event that is not consistent with the meaning of an individual's life) this will threaten that individual's 

ontological security.  

Discussions on Muslims in Germany are now focusing on religious identity. This coincides with the 

construction of a unified Muslim community that does not actually exist while the ethnic, religious and 

cultural diversity of Muslims is not recognized. Religion becomes the pattern for explaining both positive 

but especially negative social behaviour. In order to explain deeply disturbed intercultural/ interreligious 

communication in Germany, Gudykunst's anxiety/uncertainty model is used. This article is an attempt to 

find an answer to the question how to love our neighbour, when the neighbour is a migrant. 
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Migration, European Identity and ‘conflict of rights’ 

 

KARAGIANNOPOULOU CHARA. PANTEION UNIVERSITY 

The migration crisis and the arrival of a great number of Muslim refugees/migrants in Europe, along with 

phenomena such as the ban of Muslim headscarf in European public spaces, coupled with the recent terror 

attacks, seem to intensify the contemporary debate on Islam. At the same time, the tensions that arise on 

both a theoretical and practical level, due to the presence of Islam in public European spaces, go far beyond 

Islam, rendering the schema of Europe vs. Islam simplistic and flawed. This paper, presents how the Greek 

press narrates the (un)veiling debate that is taking place in contemporary Europe. It analyses the stances 

and argumentation built around “Christian” European identity and human rights through the veiling debate, 

and discusses some aspects of the unforeseen difficulties arising from Pandora’s box on the basis of the 

following problematic: Does religious freedom clash with other rights, thus establishing a hierarchy of 

human rights? Is the asserted “collective” European identity above individual rights? How is the “collective” 

European identity perceived? Does Europe experience a clash of civilizations or a clash of values? Can 

persons of a secular persuasion and people of faith share common space? Is the invocation of the ‘Christian 

identity’ of Europe a way to define “others”?  
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European integration and anti-migration feelings 

 

KERR STEWART. TRINITY COLLEGE DUBLIN IRISH SCHOOL OF ECUMENICS 

The current migration crisis in Europe, among other things, has caused an increase in European 

nationalism and isolationist parties in response to the wave of new migrates, mostly Muslim, coming into 

Europe from conflict countries. Simultaneously, the European governments have initiated an increased 

emphasis on security of both migrates and European communities to ensure people feel safe. However, 

research may suggest that despite a decrease in violent crime, people and communities are continuing to 

report a feeling of being unsafe.  I would be interested in researching and presenting a paper that explores 

how attempts at effective integration of migrants into European society has progressed and attempt to 

better understand the reasons behind the increasing number of anti-migration political parties and the 

feelings of unsafe spaces within European communities. The central thesis would explore whether Europe 

is succeeding in creating a multiculturalism landscape within Europe or if mass migration has created 

communities of us versus them within Europe. In order to do this I would look at the dynamics of religious 

communities within European cities, the dynamics of the migrate communities coming into Europe, and 

government initiatives to help protect the human rights and lives of both migrants and European citizens. 

Subsequently, I would look at the issue of identity, both religious and ethnic, and explore how it plays a role 

in either fostering a multiculturalism community or creates communities of us versus them. 
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Culture vs. Human Rights? Intersections of Religion, Race, and Gender in the German Immigration debate 

 

KLUG PETRA, BREMEN UNIVERSITY 

On New Year’s Eve 2015/2016 in Cologne, Germany, several groups of young men sexually assaulted, 

robbed, and in some cases even raped women. That the perpetrators were described as of North-African 

or Arabic descent has caused a months-long debate over sexism and racism. One side used the critique of 

Islamic gender norms and the discriminating view on women that these immigrants seemed to share in 

order to argue against refugees and the grant of asylum in Germany. The other side condemned this as an 

abuse of the topic of sexism for a racist ideology. They pointed out the widespread sexual violence in 

German society and how this is shielded by its projection on Islam and Muslim immigrants. 

However, those who are most affected by the patriarchal and the harmful cultural practices of some 

immigrants were immigrant women, queers and critics. Using an intersectional approach reveals that 

those most vulnerable groups have been ignored and even muted in Germany’s immigration debate for 

decades, ironically especially by those German intellectuals who consider themselves feminist, anti-

racist, queer, and critical. 

Against the racist idea of culture as determined through origin, culture was presented as a matter of 

identity, which is internally plural, fluid and can be chosen or changed freely. But cultures exist not only as 

a matter of choice. They also exist as a set of norms and practices by which people are surrounded and 

which can violate their Human Rights. Given this Paradox of Cultures—that they don’t exist in a 

deterministic way, but exist in a way that affects people’s lives—I want to propose a possibility to 

empirically study and criticize harmful cultural or religious practices without stigmatizing all adherents. 
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Tracing Religious Pluralism in Immigrant Congregations: The Case of Religiously Active Migrants in Ireland 

 

KMEC VLADIMIR. CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY 

Research on migration and religion has stressed that, upon the immigration into a new country, 

immigrants usually establish their own religious congregations. Immigrant congregations provide a space 

for the accommodation of cultural packages that immigrants take with them from their homelands. 

Congregations play a considerable role in the accommodation of immigrants’ needs and interests (Schiller 

et al. 1992; Menjívar 2000; Levitt 2001; Ebaugh and Chafetz 2002). Because of the attempts of religious 

communities to preserve ethnic and religious identities of their members, religiously devoted immigrants 

of Europe are often depicted in stereotypical ways, by the media in their host countries and even in some 

academic literature. Immigrants’ religious identities, and their respective communities to which they 

belong, are presented as homogeneous and ethnic, and assumed to be unchanging. 

In this paper, I go beyond the stereotypes, exploring the lived religious experience of young Christian 

migrants in the Republic of Ireland. I explore how religion and religious identity influence immigrants’ 

theological/ doctrinal beliefs, moral views and positions on various aspects of congregational as well as 

societal life. I trace the dynamics of agreement and disagreement on central dogmatic, moral and social 

questions as to see how your religiously active migrants negotiate their different religious identities within 

a single congregational setting, especially against the attempts to homogenise religious beliefs and views. 

These insights help to identify different modes of religious identity formations. 

The paper looks at the case of Ireland as a place of social, cultural and religious change. The analysis is 

based on a micro-scale multi-sited ethnographic research that analyses and compares experiences of 

young immigrants aged 18 to 36 who are members of a German Lutheran church, Polish Catholic 

congregations and a Slovak Catholic community in Dublin in Ireland. 
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Transformations towards Environmental Sustainability: The Potentials of Religion. 

 

KÖHRSEN JENS. UNIVERSITY OF BASEL 

There are increasing efforts to establish more sustainable ways of living in western societies. This 

presentation addresses the role of religious actors in these sustainability transitions: it theorizes the 

potentials of religion in the transitions and provides some first empirical insights on its role. 

First, the presentation systematizes different forms of religious participation in sustainability transitions 

by reviewing literature from religious studies and sociology of religion. Second, based on this 

systematization, the presentation will present first empirical insights from the research project “Urban 

Green Religions”. This research project studies the role of religion in the energy transitions of two 

benchmark cities in Germany and Switzerland. 
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Changes in the Correlates of Religious Dietary Restrictions among the First- and Second-Generation 

Muslim Youth in France 

 

KOJIMA HIROSHI. WASEDA UNIVERSITY TOKYO 

This study analyzes the differences between migrant generations in the effects of demographic and other 

variables on religious dietary restrictions among the first- and second-generation Muslim youth (aged 20-

30), drawing on microdata from the MGIS (Mobilite geographique et insertion sociale) survey conducted in 

1992 and microdata from the TeO (Trajectoires et Origines) survey conducted in 2008 in France.  

Comparable logit analyses indicate that, in 1992, living in immigrant-majority neighborhood, ages 20-24, 

ethnic homogamy, religious education, sibship size of 5, and having one elder sibling have positive effects 

among first-generation males, while living in Ile-de-France has a negative effect among first-generation 

females.  Among second-generation males, living in immigrant-majority neighborhood, and having no 

work have positive effects and religious education, sibship size of 3 or less, sibship size of 5 and having no 

older sibling have negative effects.  Among second generation females tertiary education and ethnic 

homogamy have positive effects and religious education, sibship size of 3 or less, sibship size of 4 and 

having 2 older siblings have negative effects. 

In 2008, religious upbringing has a positive effect among first-generation males, while living in immigrant-

majority neighborhood, ages 20-24, and religious upbringing have positive effects.  Moroccan origin, 

having no work, religious upbringing and having 2 older siblings have positive effects among second-

generation males, while living in immigrant-majority neighborhood, having no work, and religious 

upbringing have positive effects among second-generation females and living in Ile-de-France has a 

negative effect.  The effect of religious education and sibship size of 5 changes the direction of effects 

between first and second generation males in 1992.  The negative effect of religious education is also 

observed among second-generation females in 1992.  It is more striking in 1992 that the effect of tertiary 

education changes the direction of effects from negative to positive between first- and second-generation 

females. 
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Religious pluralism at stake: the intersection between immigration, religion, and integration, and the new 

“challenges of hospitality” in European countries.  

 

MADERA ADELAIDE. UNIVERSITY OF MESSINA 

The intersection between immigration, citizenship, integration in the EU countries is a challenging topic 

scholars and religion is becoming a crucial factor. Transnational space allows the development  of new 

meanings, negotiation of identities, interaction of religious actors and practices and 

integration/participation has an impact on the identity of migrants.  The increase of migrations from non-

European countries, and the impact of new religious needs underlines the question of whether religious 

belonging is a factor of either empowerment or disempowerment in the host society. At the same time, 

migrations in an era of economic crisis emphasize skepticism and hostility towards Islamic groups; 

refugees and asylum seekers, and the questions connected with international protection have become 

other controversial issues, contributing to the development of a growing anti-immigrant attitude. Modern 

democracies are expected to offer answers to increasing demands of international protection; at the same 

time international protection is becoming a strategic tool to obtain hospitality in European countries, and 

to avoid the limits connected  to access for economic reasons. Case law focuses on the notion of refugee 

and its definitional parametrs and there is an increasing link between religion, gender and international 

protection in case law and the development of a gender-sensitive perspective. The present paper will 

investigate the new “challenges  of hospitality” in European countries (religious symbols, marriage, 

worship places), where religious pluralism is at stake, and new strategies of management of the demands 

of new cultural and religious identities are required, comparing national perspectives in case law with the 

European Court of Human Rights approach. 
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Muslim girls’ social integration in European countries. Is it facilited by sports and physical activities? 

 

MARTELLI STEFANO. UNIVERSITY OF BOLOGNA 

The social integration of immigrants is a multi-faceted topic, so it needs to be studied using a 

multidimensional approach and operationalising the main concepts carefully. This paper gives relevance 

to the socio-cultural dimension; it questions whether sports and religions can make a positive contribution 

to the social integration of immigrants in European hosting societies. This question is declined with a 

specific attention to Muslim girls, who are one of the social weakest group among the migrants in Europe.  

The Author reviews the main empirical researches, carried out thus far in France, Germany, UK, Denmark, 

Holland and in other European Countries; his hypothesis is that sports and exercise may be positive 

resources, usually undervalued but socially relevant, for the social integration of Muslim girls –but this 

positive output depends by social and cultural factors of the hosting societies, too.  

This paper offers insights on the conditions for the success of the social policies for the integration; so it 

suggests that scholars and policy makers have to distinguish both the type of religion, and the type of sport 

or exercise, and the type of relations between State and Church, and the type of Welfare State of the hosting 

Country. A typology of the policies towards migrants in some main European States is offered, and some 

recommendations are offered to ameliorate their effects, by adopting the point of view of Muslim girls, 

posing attention to sports and religions, and using a multidimensional sociological approach. 
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Actor constellations in the urban governance of religious diversity 

 

MARTÍNEZ-ARIÑO JULIA. UNIVERSITY OF GRONINGEN 

While legal frameworks regulating state-church relations are crucial to understand how religion and 

religious diversity are accommodated, a move towards governance (Martikainen, 2013) forces us to 

redirect attention also to non-state actors. Researchers in the sociology of religion are increasingly paying 

attention to a variety of actors involved in such processes, in particular those from the religious field itself 

(Dick & Nagel, 2017; Griera & Forteza, 2011). However, it is necessary to investigate this further to better 

understand the dynamics of such participation. In this presentation, I will analyse the actor constellations 

involved in the governance of religious diversity in urban settings in France. Drawing on empirical 

research conducted in three medium-sized cities over the period of one year, I will show the variety of state 

and non-state actors that play a role in regulating religious diversity in urban spaces as well as the 

contestation of such involvement and the politics of recognition and visibility concerned.  
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Measuring Integration, Discussing Islamophobia in a Recent Immigration Country 

 

SIMONE C. MARTINO, UNIVERSITY OF TURIN (ITALY). 
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Religion and “the Other” in Italian online public discourses on European identity 

 

MATVEEVA ELIZAVETA. IRKUTSK STATE UNIVERSITY 

Based on the analysis of data retrieved from Italian online media and other Internet resources, and on the 

qualitative study of European identity frames transmitted through them to the general public, this paper 

discusses the role of religion and different forms of negative identification in the creation of a feeling of 

common belonging to Europe. A large variety of narrative frames approaching European identity contains 

references to one or both of these elements as to principal or subordinated one(s). Discourses on 

migration and on the development of a sense of ‘Europeanness’ are very often supposed to be closely 

related. This was not always the case. But even if narratives of migration/Islam as a challenge or as a threat 

are widely present now in Italian public discourse, a number of European identity frames contains different 

explicit and implicit perceptions of “closeness” and “openness”, of exclusiveness and inclusiveness, of “Us” 

and “the Other”. America emerges as the most significant Europe’s Other in the long list of geographical or 

political entities including China, Asia and Africa. Another negative identity frame addresses a “Europe of 

money” as Europe’s “inner alien”. Religious (Christian) identity models can refer both to traditional values 

and “moral” identity, and to the Christian faith as a basis for the fundamental values of peace, justice, liberty, 

tolerance, participation and solidarity. Different modifications of European cultural identity narratives can 

be related to the efforts of national cultural diversity preservation or to the values of dialog and diversity. 

As a result, immigration is often seen as a natural and even beneficial process. At the same time, a common 

European identity can be represented as a threat, e.g. to democracy in Europe, as the EU is seen as not 

conforming to democratic ideals.    
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Religiosity and self-identification processes among visible and non-visible muslims. a study from Italy 

 

MEZZETTI GIULIA. CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF MILAN 

In a context - the Western one - that stigmatizes and continuously casts Islam as “Different” and “Other”, 

children of Muslim migrants seem inevitably bound to ask themselves questions about their religion, their 

self-identification and their religiosity. This compels to reflect on whether and how they articulate and live 

their (religious) belonging, in the light of the process of “deculturation of religion” described by Oliver Roy 

(2004; 2008) - that is, the disconnection between culture and Islam in contexts of emigration. On the basis 

of a qualitative study (in-depth interviews and observation) carried out in two Italian cities (Milan and 

Turin), this paper investigates the religiosity and the processes of self-identification of second-generation 

youths whose migratory background is ascribable to Muslim-majority countries. It does so by comparing 

two groups of individuals (males and females aged between 18 and 30 with various geographical origins): 

the first group is composed by youths acting as volunteers or staff members in the Italian branch of Islamic 

Relief (one of the largest faith-based international humanitarian NGOs); the second one is composed by 

youths who are not active or involved in any religious or ethnic/national organisation. The aim is to 

investigate the differences in religious practices and in the resources mobilized for identity construction 

between “hyper-visible” organised Muslims and “non-visible” Muslims (as defined by Jeldtoft, 2011; 2013), 

taking up the challenge pointed out by Woodhead (2013) to apply a De Certeau-inspired approach to the 

study of tactical and strategic manifestations and uses of religion in daily life and in self-identifications, 

also in response to internal and external (i.e. within and outside the religious community) competitive 

discourses about what is Islam and what it means to be Muslim (Brubaker, 2013).   
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Italian Twelver Shi’as and the question of mosque 

 

MIRSHAHVALAD MINOO. UNIVERSITY OF TURIN 

The Italy’s Twelver Shi’a organisations vary from different viewpoints but here I aim to lay bare the relation 

between the type of Shiism practiced by these organisations and the nature of their headquarters. Italy is 

void of those structures that Shi’a fiqh recognises as mosque, therefore “mosque-ness” of a place emerges 

merely as the fruit of a mental process. Considering the normative image of mosque, depicted by 

ayatollahs, we can presume that in Italy some factors work as regulators of level of “mosque-ness”. In a 

Shi’a gathering place, the higher is the level of activities considered “cultural” and the greater is the number 

of Iranians, the lower becomes the level of “mosque-ness” of that worship hall. Shiism is part of the Iranian 

national identity; therefore, in their case, the demarcation line between religiosity and nationalism tends to 

be blurry whereas the issue is different for Lebanese and Pakistanis (other important components of the 

Twelver Shi’a population in Italy). The explicit presence of the Iranian state in a Shi’a centre modifies the 

nature of that worship hall due to some factors: 1) pursuing national interests becomes integral part of its 

agenda, 2) financial and political support, provided by Iran, confer it the possibility of expanding its 

initiatives to non-religious ones reducing the density of religious atmosphere, 3) other nationalities tend 

to abandon that place. As a result, that worship hall becomes mono-ethnic in the composition of its 

attendees and mono-linguistic in its initiatives. The low level of mosque-ness thus is the fruit of the low 

level of universality, craved and claimed by Shiism and the politicized nature of a Shi’a centre. 
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Islam and prison in Italy 

 

MONDINO SILVIA. UNIVERSITY OF TURIN 

The presence of prisoners of Islamic religion has become in recent years the subject of particular attention 

by the Penitentiary Administration, in relation to perceived threats of Islamic terrorism and the risk of 

proselytism in prison. 

Precisely the fear of a "radicalization" of Islamic proselytism in prison led the Minister of Justice 

(Department of the Prison Administration) to produce ministerial circulars which, in the name of security, 

effectively limited the exercise of religious freedom (also) of Islamic prisoners. In fact, even if art. 26 law 

354/1975 provides that "The members of a religion other than Catholic have the right to receive, at their 

request, the assistance of religious ministers and to celebrate their rites", in reality this right has a 

significant limitation in particular in relationship to access to the institute of religious ministers. In fact, the 

ministerial circular n. 35554 of 6 May 1997, to remedy the problem of the recognition of the Imam (which 

could be a person already attuned for reasons connected to terrorism) has established "with the Ministry 

of the Interior a procedure that provides for the identification by the Warden of the Minister, the 

communication of its personal details to the Central Office of Prisoners and Treatment, the acquisition by 

the Ministry of the Interior of its opinion to issue the authorization for access". This ministerial circular was 

then confirmed by the subsequent n. 508110 of 2 January 2002, which also asked to "specify also the mosque 

or the community to which the Imam belongs, and to inform the Direzione Generale (General Management 

of the Department of the Prison Administration) of the names of all representatives of Islamic faith 

authorized at the entrance to the prisons, also pursuant to article 17 law 354/1975. The concern to limit, even 

for security reasons, the moments of collective prayer is still the subject of another ministerial circular 

(GDAP-0303680 of 16.07.2010) that invites wardens to adopt all the necessary precautions "in order to 

avoid, especially during the main moments of meeting between Muslims, to give voice to charismatic and 

extremist figures that could plagiarize other coreligionists characterized by a weaker character and / or 

demotivated by the frustration of prison life, prompting them to share fanatical ideas and to contrast to the 

system "(La Sala, 2012). 

Given these limitations to the exercise of religious freedom justified by the Prison Administration for safety 

reasons, there are, however, also some provisions that go in the opposite direction, such as that of 

November 2001, in which the specific contents of the menus are defined in order to respect religious needs 

and the time of food in observance of the prescriptions connected to Islamic Ramadan. 

The complexity of the juridical penitentiary field and the multiple prescriptions to which a good Muslim 

must respond (ibadat in Arabic) have created the question of my research: which Islam can be practiced 

(according prison operators) within a “total institution” (Goffmann, 1961)? 

This paper intends to present some results of a qualitative research on a representative sample of prisons 

in Northern Italy, in order to highlight the set of representations of the external actors (prison police, 

educators, wardens, imams), protagonists in different ways of life in the prison universe, with regard to the 
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religious needs expressed by the Islamic prisoners and to illustrate how the category “islamic prisoners” 

is built by these actors. 
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Greening of the Church or Visibility of Green Actors within the Church? 

 

MONNOT CHRISTOPHE. UNIVERSITY OF STRASBOURG 

The background of this presentation is the current observation in Switzerland about, firstly, a progressive 

« spiritualization » of discourses on ecology and the emergence of new actors, events and cultural 

productions mixing up spiritual and environmental arguments. Secondly, religious and spiritual actions 

are increasingly turned towards « ecological » arguments and give rise to new forms of collaborations 

within civil society. In this paper, we will present research insights about the members, local activities, and 

NGOs of Christian churches who are involved in ecological actions. We will describe how actors, NGOs, and 

Church hierarchy interact to diffuse or refrain an eco-friendly policy and theology. 
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The Politics of Constructing Belonging in Interaction. Examples from Young Muslims Living in Zurich and 

Vienna.  

 

NOVAK CHRISTOPH. UNIVERSITY OF VIENNA AND UNIVERSITY OF GENEVA 

In contexts characterised by the problematisation of Muslimness through media, politics and personal 

encounters, the construction of belonging of Muslims becomes a highly political act. Based on the analysis 

of qualitative data (narrative interviews and photo-interviews) with young, self-identified Muslims in 

Zurich and Vienna conducted in 2017, I will highlight the strategic deployment of narratives of belonging and 

focus, in particular, on references to recent migratory events (“the migration-crisis”). As this analysis is 

based upon a social constructionist reading (applying Narrative Constructionist Analysis), I perceive the 

speakers primarily as conscious agents and users of discourse. From this perspective, the focus lies on 

the deliberate and implicit choices inherent in the production of narratives in conversation with a specific 

audience (the interviewer). Rather than focusing solely on the material content of the narratives, it is the 

interview situation, context and interactions between interviewee and interviewer (e.g. the co-

construction of narratives) which constitute the centre of analysis. 

In this presentation, I will ask, for what purpose speakers utilise references to recent migratory events as 

part of their biographical narratives? What strategic goal do they try to achieve, by invoking current 

migratory movements, and/or the political responses to such events? By way of contrasting the findings 

from young Muslims socialised in Austria or Switzerland and now living in Zurich or Vienna, it will be 

possible to see how recent migratory events, “the refugee crisis” and political responses to it, in which 

ways different environments may affect such narratives. Additionally, I will address my own positionality 

and contextual influence on the narratives and the interview situation. 
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Islamophobia in the heart of Budapest  

 

OLCSVÁRY MELINDA. CULTUREJAM 

In Central Europe and moreover in Budapest, the question of Islamofobia became an everyday subject 

mainly due to immigration to Europe. Hungary has a huge number of Turkish and Arab speaking immigrants 

in town. Even media mainly empahize the negative (side) effects of Islam, we have to be aware of their 

religious Islamic education. There are institutes, like Cultural Centres or mosques where the local -even- 

non-Muslim can enter but on the other hand there are schools to educate Muslim kids in Budapest. 

European and Hungarian experts need to be aware of a different kind of education which seems to be 

needed and well-known by Muslim believers in town. 

I think building bridges between cultures and religions would be much more important than emphasize the 

differences. The citizens of a proud and unique country like Hungary could learn from opening up and mix 

our own and foreign cultures at a "healthy level". My country is -one of if not the best- example of 

emphasizing nationalism and refuse multiculturalism even Budapest became one of the best known 

international cities with foreign students and investors. 
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Global perspectives on racism and racialization: an introduction 

 

PADOVAN DARIO, UNIVERSITY OF TURIN 

ALIETTI ALFREDO, UNIVERSITY OF MILAN 

“The discovery of gold and silver in America, the extirpation, enslavement and entombment in mines of the 

aboriginal population, the beginning of the conquest and looting of the East Indies, the turning of Africa into 

a warren for the commercial hunting of black-skins, signalized the rosy dawn of the era of capitalist 

production. These idyllic proceedings are the chief momenta of primitive accumulation” (Marx 1967: 351).  

This paper aims to deal with processes of global racialization and racism. For a long time, researchers and 

scholars dealt with local dynamics and phenomena of racism - such as xeno-racism, anti-Semitism, 

Islamophobia - often forgetting how these dynamics were locally scripted and sculpted by global, large, 

planetary processes of exploitation, appropriation and dispossession. As well as racism and racialization 

served to design the social, economic and political order of nation states during their process of nation 

building, making e.g. anti-Semitism a core element of European masses nationalisation, and anti-black 

racism a core element of Western colonization, thus racism and racialization are core elements of the new 

global order. As in the past, the crucial point is the access by the global capital to cheap energy, food, raw 

materials and labour-force around the world. In this perspective, Islamophobia – as well as anti-Semitism 

– might be conceived as racial projects (Winant, 2017) aimed to understand for instance energy crisis or 

financial crisis in terms of Muslim and Jews responsibilities. These patterns of responsibility’s attribution 

contain “racial elements” that imply the corporealization, the phenotypification of “difference,” both 

individual- and group-based.  

Actual global racism is not only an ideological veil to obscure the more consistent reality. It is not only a 

tool aimed to forge practices, institutions and racial-oriented social orders. It is a mechanism that 

racializes the consequences of the global crisis. It aims to both the self-absolution of white ruling élite and 

the racialized distribution of its consequences. In this sense, the management of world-ecology crisis is 

denoting a “racial project”, whereas non-white “races” are at global level abandoned to unpredictable 

dynamics of crisis. 

The process of racialization varies depending on the social, economic, and political forces shaping its 

dynamics. It is often associated with the emergence of capitalism in Western Europe and its concomitant 

imperialist expansion. Slavery, colonialism, imperialism, are processes of racialization leading to groups 

of people being cordoned off for distinct, exclusionary treatment, typically based on a combination of 

perceived physical appearance and putative ancestry. Race as a by-product of racialization process is a 

fundamental organizing principle of social stratification, influencing the definition of rights and privileges, 

the distribution of resources, and the ideologies and practices of subordination and oppression. 

Racialization applies not only directly to human groups, but also to natural processes to which racialized 

minorities but also large racialized populations base their lives (resources management, commons 

management, daily life reproduction, unpaid labour). Environmental racialization is thus becoming a rising 



BOOK OF ABSTRACTS  ESA 2018 RN34 ·  TORINO 

64 
 

up crucial issue around the world. It denotes a new phase of racism, adding to localized and daily-life forms 

of material discrimination a global one. It takes the figure of climate racism, food racism, health racism, 

land grabbing, water and energy exclusion. All of these patterns of environmental racism are linked to the 

environmental or material resources’ access, the environmental degradation that are distributed in 

different way among continents, countries, classes, and races. The environmental impact of any kind of 

processes of production, distribution, consumption and disposal is unequally and racially distributed. The 

“racial formation” process is now working at a larger level, going beyond the conventional national 

boundaries embracing continents and the whole planet. “Gaia” discovers its internal stratification, in terms 

of human and non-human discriminations. 

The appropriation of natural resources has always been coupled with racialized labour. From cotton to 

sugar, from coal to oil, racialized workers have been the principal human resource applied at the 

recruitment of raw material. In this sense, racism (and environmental racism) marks the social position 

regarding the process of appropriation and colonization of nature, the metabolic exchange between 

society and nature. Moreover, the racialized labour is constitutive of abstract labour in different branches 

of production and distribution: to get cheap nature capital needs cheap work. To feed geo-capitalism’s 

process of accumulation based on energy and raw materials appropriation, to produce value from nature, 

capital needed and needs racialized labour-force, racialized labour-time and racialized labour-space 

(land and factories). The racialization of labour-force – the less paid, protected, and included - is still at the 

core of current global accumulation process. In this perspective, it is significant to highlight the 

ecologically unequal exchange as neoliberal tool for a new racialized world order. We invite papers on 

these topics even they are not very definite. We understand that we are at the beginning of new paths of 

research and reflection and that they have to be developed in a long run. 
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Migration in Greece, the Orthodox Church and the managing of religious pluralism 

 

PAPAGEORGIOU NIKI. ARISTOTLE UNIVERSITY OF THESSALONIKI  

At the end of the 20th century, a set of internal and external factors turned Greece into a migrant destination 

country. On the one hand, the collapse of the Soviet Union and the ensuing globalization have broadened 

the frontiers between countries and facilitated the movement of population from the developing to the 

developed world. On the other hand, Greece, having achieved a high degree of economic and social 

development as a Member State of the European Union, attracted large numbers of immigrants initially 

from the Balkan and ex-Soviet Union countries and later from Asia and Africa. These immigrants, coming 

from a variety of countries, are carriers of ethnic, cultural, linguistic and religious diversity. Their arrival 

and residence in Greece actually denotes an increasing cultural and religious pluralism that creates a 

“breach” in a so far culturally and religiously homogenous country, like Greece. The political crisis and 

regional conflicts in the Middle East has caused an increase of refugees flux during the last years. That led 

to the enlargement of religious pluralism and provoked different reactions coming from political and 

religious institutions as well as from society itself. 

This paper investigates the stance of the Church of Greece towards the increasing religious diversity, and 

the demands of migrants for establishing religious institutions in the host country. For this purpose the 

paper will present the analysis of the official discourse of the Greek Orthodox Church (Holy Synod, 

Archbishop and local Bishops).   
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The role of religious groups and associations in integration processes. Possible form of cooperation with 

public powers 

 

PICCINNI MARIA ROSARIA. UNIVERSITY OF BARI 

The purpose of this paper is to highlight the role of religious groups and associations in Euro- 

Mediterranean integration processes and in the promotion of interreligious and intercultural dialogue, that 

is a powerful tool for achieving peace and stability and for combating extremism. Article 17 of the Treaty on 

the Functioning of the European Union (2007), explicitly introduced the dialogue between European 

institutions and churches, religious associations or communities as well as with philosophical and non-

confessional organizations, and the duty of the Union to maintain an open, transparent and regular 

dialogue with them. Anyway, problems arise when the States have to individuate associations and 

religious groups to deal with, considering that is not possible to give a juridical definition of a “religious 

confession” and the greatest difficulty is to verify if an association, that defines itself as religious, really 

represents the official interests of a particular denomination or religious tradition. Catholic Church has a 

hierarchically organized structure and it’s easy to identify associations and bodies that officially represent 

it. The greatest difficulties arise with Islamic religion, because Islamic tradition does not have unitary 

organizations like the Western ones. Muslims live their experience of faith in numerous structures, 

mosques, confraternities, associations, with absolute autonomy. For this reason, The States have to favor 

aggregative processes (like Charter of Values, Federations and Memorandum of understanding that will 

be examined in the paper) that make Muslim communities capable of interacting with public institutions, 

elaborating a discussion platform in harmony with constitutional principles and international declarations 

on human rights. The involvement of religious association and groups in public debate is fundamental to 

guarantee the exercise of religious freedom, finding joint solution to great integration problems, as gender 

questions, veil and the fight again terrorism. 
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Islam or Islamophobia in Europe as a Threat for a Democratic Political Culture? Empirical Evidence of a 

Rising Problem 

 

PICKEL GERT, LEIPZIG UNIVERSITY, GERMANY 

The contribution focuses on the question: What are the reasons, which cause negative attitudes towards 

Islam? Answers could be concrete problems with Muslims in society, the activation of a hidden 

ethnocentrism in the European populations or feelings of threat directed to Islam. The main thesis is: The 

fear of an Islamic threat strengthens cultural distance towards Muslims and offer possibilities for 

islamophobia in Europe. I will analyze the attitudes of European citizens, using different data-resources 

(ESS; BRM) and the integrated treat theory. The analyses focus on Germany, but the research design is a 

comparative one. First results show, that the feeling of threat corresponds with seeing religion as a cause 

of conflict. Concrete experiences and symbolic threats are source of these feelings. Often there is 

islamophobia without Muslims, a view on Eastern Europe show. The negative media presence of Islam 

and/or the existence of stereotypes are possible explanations.  

 

 

  



BOOK OF ABSTRACTS  ESA 2018 RN34 ·  TORINO 

68 
 

The imam beyond the mosque: The art of not doing politics to make it 

 

PIETTRE ALEXANDRE. UNIVERSITY LILLE 2/CNRS, UNIVERSITY OF LAUSANNE 

In France, the speech and action of ordinary imams appear to be largely constrained, subject to the 

injunction emanating from both the social and institutional environment and the managers of the mosque, 

to confine themselves to strictly religious functions within mosque and family counseling. They thus rarely 

assume a role of social mediation beyond the mosque, in terms of, for example, conflict management or 

interface with the local institutional environment, two dimensions of the action of muslim associations, 

which most often remains in the hands of the president of the association that manages the mosque. 

However, they can be asked to talk about social and political issues or to react to events, obliging them to 

deploy an art of making politics "without having the air". This is what appears in the sense that they confer 

on their mission in interviews, in the frame of a national survey about the conditions under which imams 

perform their missions. This is particularly the case of young imams socialized in France whose authority 

is based more on a charismatic than traditional legitimacy. In proportion to the intensity of their role as 

confidant and counselor to the faithful, they tend to incarnate the community and to be a vector of 

politicization. However, faced with the injunction of "not doing politics at the mosque", they are much more 

than the presidents of associations confronted with the paradox of not politicizing their speech and their 

action so that they are politicized, making the conditions for the exercise of their mission all the more 

difficult and delicate. As much as the material precariousness of retributions, this paradox highlights the 

processes of disengagement from the vocation of imam, when prevails the feeling of not having the 

possibility to really exercise its mission. 
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Comparing and Contrasting Attitudes and Local Contexts: Muslims and Islamophobia in Italy 

 

PREMAZZI VIVIANA, UNITED CAMPUS OF MALTA 
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European Migration Crisis Reflected in the Romanian Media: Playing on Nationalist Fears when Presenting 

Religious Identity of Migrants 

 

RALUCA BIGU ANA. THE CENTER FOR INSTITUTIONAL ANALYSIS AND DEVELOPMENT ELEUTHERIA (CADI) 

The refugee crisis developing in Europe was covered extensively by the Romanian media since its early 

beginnings, but recent developments, mainly involving plans to build a large mosque in the capital 

Bucharest, added a new, religious dimension, echoing nationalist grievances, to previously 

overwhelmingly impartial media reports concerning the migration phenomenon. 

While firstly unrelated, the two developments became strongly intermingled in public and media discourse 

since Romania became a destination country for migrants, and are shaping, the paper argues, the 

perception of the historical Muslim community living in Romania and its plans to have a more active 

religious and community life in the country.  

Almost three years ago, the plan to build a large mosque in the north of the Romanian capital, with funds 

provided by the Turkish authorities, on a parcel of land offered by the Romanian government, attracted 

huge media and public attention, but the negative reactions – varying from invoking a Muslim threat to 

placing pig carcasses on the prospective place of the mosque – were limited to populist and extreme right 

milieus. 

The subject received extensive media coverage, but both the mainstream and the tabloid press – the paper 

details – avoided getting into dispute, maintaining an impartial, although sometimes sensationalistic tone, 

when describing the nationalist responses to the mosque plan.  

However, the situation drastically changed, the research shows, since Romania started to receive 

immigrants, although in small numbers, two years ago, as the mainstream media began echoing the 

nationalist contestations formulated in the case of the mosque, by bringing them to describe the migration 

challenge. More specifically, my research explores how the mainstream Romanian press begun exploiting 

these nationalist grievances, by bringing into spotlight the presumed religious identity of the migrants, for 

its own commercial purposes. 

For proving that, the paper is proposing a content-based analysis of a selection of 30 articles appeared in 

the Romanian media in the last 5 years, but also an analysis of the visual elements accompanying the 

reports. The analysis will primary focus on the way the religious identity of the migrants is reflected in the 

Romanian press and how this feature helps build a stigmatizing stereotype of the Muslims living in 

Romania, not necessary of the Muslim immigrants.  

Moreover, the paper examines how this portrayal offered now by the mainstream media is added to the 

nationalist grievances formulated by the far right milieus in the case of the mosque, linking strongly these 

two developments, and thus creating a combined discourse against an acutely perceived phenomenon of 

“Muslim invasion”.  

While adapted to the present context, this kind of discourse, as the paper will examine in the end, bears a 

close resemblance to a centuries old discourse on Muslims from the time of the Ottoman Empire, and can 
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be used, the paper shows, to justify new politics of exclusion or encourage fresh derailments to the radical 

right, as witnessed in other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 
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Not in My Back Yard: Religious Belonging and Migration in Recent European Polls 

 

RICUCCI ROBERTA, UNIVERSITY OF TURIN AND CRSR, ITALY, UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME, USA 
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Immigrants and refugees’ economic socialization patterns: opportunities and difficulties in promoting 

financial inclusion 

 

RINALDI EMANUELA, UNIVERSITY OF UDINE 

Economic socialization patterns (i.e. the development of the each individual’s economic role, that  is any 

social role defining for the actor his/her  participation in the social process of allocation and exchange 

normally referred to as economic activity such as earning, saving, spending, investing…) have become 

quite heterogeneous in Italy: once, after completing school, individuals were supposed to find a full-time 

job, invest money in financial products with low-risk rate, buy a house, retire. However, the scenery has 

become much more complex after the financial downturn in 2008, and an increasing level of uncertainty 

has hit the job market and the economy. For refugees, this can become even more complex and hard. 

Religion and its values can play a significant role in economic socialization, as shown by classical studies 

of Max Weber (1906; 1922) and by recent study which compare financial education practices in an 

intercultural perspective. After clearing the ifference between finance and economy, following Child & 

Youth Financial International’s model of economic citizenship (CYFI 2015), we focus our attention on what 

are the elements that enhance financial inclusion and financial exclusion, and what is the role that religion 

can play within it. Empirical material was drawn both from semi-structured interviews with 28 refugees 

(taken from an explorative research promoted by Turin School of Local Regulation on refugees arrived in 

Italy in 2011 and taken in charge by the so-called “Emergenza Nord Africa” project and by the “SPRAR 

protection system) and some recent works promoted by Fondazione ISMU on economic education 

practices among immigrant parents living in Italy who had different religious background. 

 

 

  



BOOK OF ABSTRACTS  ESA 2018 RN34 ·  TORINO 

74 
 

Religiousness and bi-cultural identity in second generation Muslims in Turin 

 

RIZZO MARCO, FEDI ANGELA, MIGLIETTA ANNA. GATTINO SILVIA. UNIVERSITY OF TURIN 

The present study investigates the importance of religion in the construction of a bi-cultural identity among 

second generations (2G) Moroccans in Turin. Psychosocial Literature acknowledge that 2G immigrants 

face a process of negotiation between two cultural sets that can be harder depending on the cultures 

involved.  For example, Islamic ethnic groups share a culture where religion is a fundamental trait. At the 

social level it defines ethnic belonging whether at the individual one it affects daily life, thus contributing to 

shape personal identities. In Western secular societies often crossed by anti-Islamic tensions, this 

specificity is difficult to be displayed. So, Islamic 2G face a process of identity construction in which the 

negotiation of the meaning attributed to religion play a role. 

In Italy, Moroccans are the greatest and the oldest Islamic ethnic minority. In the Torino region live 24.952 

Moroccans i.e., 11,4% of the immigrant population. 

21 Moroccans 2G settled Turin (N =21; F = 11; age 18-27) participated in the study. Participants answered a 

semi-structured interviews addressing their life experiences in Italy and their relationships with the 

community of origin and the Italian one. Interviews have been analysed through Atlas.ti software.  

Participants were unanimous in defining themselves as Muslims and the majority as practicing Muslims. 

Despite this apparent homogeneity, some differences emerged related to gender. When men seem to 

consider their Islamic identity a sort of reproduction of an inherited cultural aspect, women find in their 

Islamic identity an help to affirm their bicultural identity in the host society. Specifically, dressing the veil is 

more than a mere compliance to religious traditions, it seems to be a way for a public claim of their religious 

identity. Implications for the contribution of religion to immigrants’ acculturation process were 

considered. 
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Remittances interrupted: the condition of Uyghur refugees in Italy. A case study of two Uyghur asylum 

seekers in Rome. 

 

ROSATI FRANCESCA, ÉCOLE DES HAUTES ETUDES EN SCIENCES SOCIALES (EHESS) PARIS AND LEIDEN UNIVERSITY 

The present paper provides a preliminary overview of the condition of Uyghur asylum seekers in Italy. It 

does so through the lens of 23 months (1 Sept. 2017 to 17 July 2018) of fieldwork inquiry on the daily life of an 

Uyghur couple living in Rome. 

Given the extreme paucity of sources and data on the migratory status of Uyghurs in Italy, my research 

hopes to shed light on major issues related to Uyghurs' adaptation and response to the Italian society, and 

their interaction with the governmental and para-governmental institutions and actors in charge of 

migrants. By following up on and partly questioning Peggy Levitt's analysis of social remittances, my work 

explores the social, economic and religious outcomes of two Uyghur refugees' ''Italian odyssey'', against 

the background of both of the European Uyghur diaspora at large and their community of origin in 'Eastern 

Turkestan' (Xinjiang). 
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Regional and local management of religious diversity: the case of Spain and the Observatory of Religious 

Pluralism 

  

RUIZ VIEYTEZ EDUARDO J. UNIVERSITY OF DEUSTO. BILBAO  

The goal of this paper is to describe and analyse the management of religious diversity within the Spanish 

constitutional and (complex) territorial structure, with a focus on the Observatory of Religious Pluralism 

as public instrument. Religious minorities in Spain are categorised following different levels of state 

recognition, resulting in a varying number of accommodations offered for different religious groups. Within 

this system, regional and local authorities are also competent to regulate and manage the religious 

phenomena, following the complex territorial structure of the current constitutional system. At the same 

time, in 2011, The Observatory of Religious Pluralism was created by the public foundation Pluralismo y 

Convivencia, under the auspices of the Ministry of Justice, with the goal of providing guidelines for public 

administration agencies to manage religious diversity and make information available to religious 

minorities, researchers and interested individuals. The Observatory is a tool for deepening and facilitating 

accommodation measures and policies through dissemination, research and information exchange. 

Evaluation of the real impact of such an institution is methodologically difficult, but so far it seems to be 

playing a positive role, particularly in the case of local authorities. 
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The metamorphosis of immigrants: the role of religious leaders in the host society 

 

SALERNO ROSSANA. UNIVERSITY OF ROME 3 AND UNIVERSITY OF ENNA 
Introduction: This sociological study into interreligious dialogue in the city of Palermo builds a path of 

knowledge and interaction between the different religions present in this area. In this context, the 

community defines ‘dialogue’ as a system of relationships within society that expresses itself to varying 

degrees of intensity by the partial fusion of our identities, which are formed by mass, community and 

communion. It can be considered as a critical commentary on the different dimensions of human relations. 

Culture is the process by which abstract systems are derived from social life. The first observation is the 

ability of religion to become a tool for aggregation and integration. These terminologies must be 

interconnected, especially when referring to the phenomenon of immigration. 

Object: This study focuses on the need to deal with immigrants, paying attention to the use of the word in 

this interreligious context for future generations, not because of their confessional specificity but for the 

possibility of integration into the host society. The key role is that of religious leaders who accept a period 

of coexistence and interreligious dialogue. Their common purpose is to expand their symbolic or social 

capital by monitoring rites, beliefs, symbols, and lifestyles—what immigrants do in terms of their religion. 

Only with the acceptance of this territorial catchment can immigrant religions be related to the host 

society. This study also analyses the ability to accept values, such as tolerance and solidarity, which 

amount to an individual security system accepted and widespread in other religions in the area of Palermo. 

Methodology: The method used is participant observation,interviewing leaders, analysing video footage, 

and calculating the frequency of certain words and syntactical structures using NVivo data analysis 

software. 
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Who is the “we”? Construction of We-ness in European Constitutions Considering Religion 

 

 SCHNABEL ANNETTE. HEINRICH-HEINE UNIVERSITY DUESSELDORF 

Constitutions incorporate rules, regulations and values of a society and provide the legal framework within 

which corporate actors act; they affect policies as well as individual understandings, interpretations and 

normative perspectives. In this regard, they mirror the nations’ self-understanding (e.g. Murphy 1993). 

Since constitutions comprise of regulations on both, the “citizen” and the nation’s religious and/or a-

religious roots (as state-churches counter to explicit secularism) they make religion relevant even for the 

non-religious members of a society. The presentation relates religion and citizenship within European 

constitutions on the basis of data from a document analysis. It will aims at shredding light on how religion 

is or is not inbuilt into the constitutional fabrication of citizenship. 
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Identity formulation between Secular and Religious Laws? Syrian and Iraqi migrants between Middle East 

and Europe 

 

SHAKRA MUDAR. UPPSALA UNIVERSITY  

Often religion, culture, ethnicity, language and history are the most studied variables when it comes to the 

analysis of identity and belonging. However, the design, application and implementation of law, polices, and 

rule of law principle have not gotten enough attention as effective variables on their own merits. Although 

they are, as will be argued here, the executive means to other factors in creating and shaping the identity. 

An important example in this regard is the European Union identity or citizenship and its purpose and 

meaning which is under constant debate. This identity was initiated by the policy makers after the Second 

World War and started after that appealing in the eyes of European Union citizens who are from different 

ethnic, linguistic, cultural, and religious background. One of the explaining answers to this question is that 

European Law and its different rules have played a pivotal role in creating this identity, which did not exist 

in this form before the European Law started being implemented on the ground. In contrast, in the Middle 

East region, the current legal text as well as the absence of rule of law have played to a large extend the 

opposite role.  

The notion of identity, particularly the religious dimension, is usually studied more from the standpoint of 

human rights. The focus here will be from the perspective of the family and personal status law, code and 

rules and the constitutional legislative platform of these rules. In this context, my hypothesis is that the 

family and personal status rules in Syria and Iraq have emphasised the religious dimension of the identity 

on the expense of the national diverse one. These rules have also undermined beside other political 

practises the universal principle of equality for citizens in front of law and state institutions in a direct or 

indirect way. 
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Radicalisation: Users' Guide: A Case Study on Swedish Prevention Practices 

 

SOSTERO GIULIA, UNIVERSITY OF PAUL VALÉRY MONTPELLIER 

Based on 14 interviews with professionals working in prevention of radicalisation in Sweden - the police, 

the Government, youth workers, NGO workers, psychologists and experts of Islam - this paper explores 

the diverse approaches that are taken in prevention according to the different agendas. In Sweden, 

prevention policies began to be drafted in 2012, and radicalisation to violent extremism has been 

categorised either as left-wing, right-wing or Islamic. Through the definition of the concept of 

radicalisation with the words of each professional, a bias against Muslim communities is detected in 

particular from the side of the Government and the police. This work fits in the recent critical tradition that 

examines radicalisation as a multi-faceted phenomenon that can also take place at a State level in its 

relations with minorities, in this case Muslim communities in the West. 

 

 

  



BOOK OF ABSTRACTS  ESA 2018 RN34 ·  TORINO 

81 
 

Interplay between radical right and religious fundamentalism: Recent developments in Latvia 

 

STASULANE ANITA. DAUGAVPILS UNIVERSITY 

The migrant and refugee crisis (2015) provoked a wave of anti-refugee protests led by radical right groups: 

Tēvijas Sargi (Guards of Fatherland), Antiglobālisti (Anti-globalists), the National Union Taisnīgums 

(Justice) and Latvijas Nacionālā Fronte (The Latvian National Front). Amid the migrant and refugee crisis, 

ill feeling of Latvia’s population towards the otherness has spiralled into negative attitude towards 

Muslims. In the recent years, anti-Muslim sentiments entered the public domain and threatens to 

transform into dominant reaction of society to challenges caused by globalisation. The issue of reception 

of refugees revealed the fragile border between prejudice and open hatred based on the impact of shadows 

of the ancient phobias (Anti-Semitism, Islamophobia, and Homophobia) and the radical ideologies 

(National Socialism, Communism). The radicalism continues to strengthen and jeopardises the benefits of 

recently regained freedom and democracy. Provocative outrages of 2017 by both – radicals as well as 

newcomers to the Muslim community, are in fact rooted in an identity crisis and the latter gives rise to 

aggressiveness against the otherness. The paper will address two aspects: (1) the development of anti-

Muslim sentiments driven by the activities of radical right groups; (2) the positioning of the Muslim 

community in Latvia. The anti-Muslim outrages reflect the general mood of public dissatisfaction about the 

socio-economic situation in Latvia because of the rising risk of poverty. The incidents of 2017 should also 

be analysed against the background of specific political and intellectual development. Ideologically anti-

Muslim sentiments are closely related to problems of nationalism and ethnic minorities. It can be stated 

that in Latvia the opinion grows stronger that Islam is a dangerous phenomenon and therefore to 

strengthen secular freedom the freedom of Muslims should be restricted. This opinion is defended not only 

by right-wing political forces but also by the leftists causing concern about institutionalisation of negative 

attitude towards Muslims. 
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Church asylum in Germany: offering semi-legal status and negotiating belief in the ‘migration crisis 

 

SUERBAUM MAGDALENA, MAX PLANCK INSTITUTE FOR RELIGIOUS AND ETHNIC DIVERSITY  

YANASMAYAN ZEYNEP, MAX PLANCK INSTITUTE FOR SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGY 

Since 2015, a high number of asylum seekers from various countries have arrived in Germany. However, 

not all the asylum seekers are likely to receive protection in Germany. In fact, some asylum seekers are 

early on classified as having ‘a bad perspective to stay’ and their asylum requests predominantly result in 

a negative decision. Nevertheless, a considerable number of such asylum-seekers remain on German 

territory navigating their lives through semi-legal stays (Kubal 2013). In this paper, we are investigating 

such a semi-legal practice, namely the practice of church asylum.  

Church asylum is defined as “a form of temporary protection for refugees without a legal residence status 

who would face unacceptable social hardship, torture or even death if forced to return to their country of 

origin” (GECCA). It includes help in the form of providing a temporary home, legal assistance, support in 

daily life and fundraising (Mittermaier 2009: 68). Church asylum is practiced in Germany since 1983 and has 

predominantly been respected by the state authorities (Just 2013: 137). In the last three years, the number 

and the diversity of church asylum recipients has grown exponentially with church asylum being granted 

in 348 cases to 531 persons in 2017 (GECCA).  

The practice of church asylum raises intriguing questions at the intersection of migration and religion. On 

the one hand, churches, as religious actors, effectively intervene into the controversial debate 

surrounding the situation of asylum-seekers in Germany. On the other hand, this intervention carries 

implications for the ways in which religion is (re-)negotiated in the context of migration. Based on semi-

structured interviews with asylum-seekers who stay in Germany through church asylum and with the 

parishes that have granted it, we aim to uncover the transformation of religious beliefs and actors during 

the ‘migration crisis’ 
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Sovereignty, National Identity, and Migration Policy 

 

TÓTH-MATOLCSI LÁSZLÓ, UNIVERSITY OF DEBRECEN 

My paper presents a new approach of migration policy. The main hypothesis is that the character of national 

identity strongly influences the concept of sovereignty and the latter provides the theoretical ground for 

the migration policy. The formation of national identity is rooted in the Middle Ages most European 

countries because the emotion towards the king formed the basis for nationalism. Namely the core of 

nationalism is a mass emotion, because the national consciousness, which was earlier the attribute of the 

nobility, with the ruler in the centre is now bore by the whole community intentionally. The national feeling 

is supported by the same religious emotion what citizens felt towards the sacred kings. There is a 

difference between Catholic and Protestant kingdoms referring to the role and political character of the 

‘king’. The point is that a two type of national identity emerged in early modern Europe. Where significant 

concentration of power developed around the ruler (mainly in the Catholic countries), the national identity 

is way ‘exclusive’. In this type of identity members of political community do not allow to express their 

loyalty towards communities other than the big national community. In contrast, where the concentration 

of power was not as strong, and the national idea can build upon the traditions of contractual based concept 

of power (mainly in the Protestant countries), particularistic identities was more accessible and identity 

took a ‘permissive’ form. These two identity models brought about different strategies in the management 

of migration problems, because where identity is ‘exclusive’ it is harder for the government to make the 

immigrants to accept the required patterns of assimilation. 
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Idiosyncratic Identity of Muslim Turks and Romani of Bulgaria. Rethinking Human Security through the 

Prism of Self-Governing Rights 

 

TRUPIA FRANCESCO, ST. KLIMENT OHRIDSKI UNIVERSITY OF SOFIA 

The paper provides a general overview on the idiosyncratic form of Islamic faith among Bulgarian Muslims 

in order to introduce the theory of self-governing rights as a preventive strategy and management model 

for interethnic controversies and relations in the sphere of human security. In the light of special military 

operations and investigations occurred in 2014 aimed at uncovering the diffusion of Salafi jihadi-

propaganda and incitements to war and interethnic enmity on behalf of the self-proclaimed Islamic State 

(IS), this paper points out how ghettoization and marginalization might expose both sub-communities and 

core society at risk. In this regard, the paper addresses the volatile and malleable identity of Bulgarian 

Muslims in comparison to the today’s lack of recognition and inclusion as potential key triggers for future 

process of radicalization. Moreover, the theory of self-governing rights will claim to represent a mutual 

and win-win policy for those societies where interethnic relations remain a concern in day-by-day politics. 
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Reading religious radicalization by Merton’s strain theory 

 

TUSINI STEFANIA. UNIVERSITY FOR FOREIGNERS OF PERUGIA 

My aim is to analyze the phenomenon of religious radicalization in France by reading the passage from the 

riots of 2005 to the today's Islamic terrorist attacks using Merton’s strain theory. My focus is on the 

generations of migrant origin living in the banlieues and suffering a post-colonial urban and temporal 

apartheid. 

As known, Merton used a means-and-goals pattern to build a typology of modes of individual adaptation. 

According to this theory people are encouraged by society to pursuit of economic and material success, 

but unfortunately opportunities for advancement are not equally accessible for everyone. This means that 

there are people in society who are aiming for something that they probably can’t obtain, not now, not ever.  

Applying the typology to the second- and third-generation migrants (even using Hirschman’s tunnel effect 

theory about expectations) it is possible to see their different attitudes over time. Up until 10 years ago, the 

jihadist network in France was weaker than today and the riots were a secular social malaise event and not 

a radicalized religious rebellion. According to many observers and scholars, the repressive response of 

the government and the lack of a reform plan for the banlieues have opened the doors to jihadist 

proselytism. In other words, in 2005 the protesters were people who accepted the culturally established 

values and goals (especially consumption pattern), but realized that they do not have necessary means to 

achieve them. This gap has sparked their dissatisfaction and their haine, but it is important to underline that 

their real purpose was to raise a request for inclusion.  

Ten years later something has changed because a part of them filled the gap finding a different identity in 

radical Islam and consequently rejecting Western values. Some of them (few, fortunately) did not just 

refuse them, but decided to attack Western society (their home country) directly with terroristic acts. 
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Protecting vulnerable Children. Categorization of Young Migrants in Germany 

 

UELPENICH BETTINA. HEINRICH-HEINE UNIVERSITY DUESSELDORF 

The presentation explores the concept of boundary making by categorization amongst professional social 

workers in the context of migration management. It focuses on age assessment of young migrants. Medical 

as well as governmental institutions perform various procedures to investigate the date of birth in cases 

where “proper” documents are not available. The presentation bases on qualitative interviews with social 

workers in Germany. The analysis shows that a person’s age is a social construction depending on the 

knowledge of the case workers. The empirical examination of age assessments of unaccompanied minors 

in Germany clarifies not only a social categorization in the making, my findings suggest that the knowledge 

of the case workers about youth, migration, “culture” and their intersection do lead to a specific age, 

ignoring religion. 
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Border Discourses and Neo-Colonial Modernity. Arab Refugees in Germany 

 

 WINKEL HEIDEMARIE. UNIVERSITY OF BIELEFELD 

Germany’s refugee politics is a paradigmatic example of the EU’s disagreement upon migration. Against 

this backdrop forced migration crystallizes as the new social question, while migrants/refugees are made 

up as an own category of people - next to citizens. This classification process is part of a landscape of 

discourse figures and white border discourses. Whiteness signifies a power asymmetry that marginalizes 

non-white persons. Within the border discourses this power relation is turned upside down, when 

refugees are characterized as cultural threat and/or as an economic burden. The question is which social 

mechanisms further the alienation of refugees? This will be answered in two steps. First I reflect the 

‘capitalist spirit’ of the social contract; it furthers the logic of competition and high-performance, which 

leads into market based racism. Second I reflect how this coincides with the coloniality of European 

modernity. European societies still exist in abstraction from their colonial history. The political handling of 

‘the refugee crisis’ in Germany mirrors this disregard. 
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I was a stranger and you welcomed me? Religious actors, integration and refugee rights in Croatia 

 

ZRINŠČAK SINIŠA. UNIVERSITY OF ZAGREB 

DRAGO ŽUPARIĆ-ILJIĆ. INSTITUTE FOR MIGRATION AND ETHNIC STUDIES, ZAGREB 

Gradual closure of the Balkan corridor has had detrimental consequences on safety of refugees being 

stranded along the East-Mediterranean and Balkan route. While the corridor was operating different 

humanitarian actors, be that authorities, international agencies, civil society, activists and volunteers, 

played pivotal role in assisting refugees and other forced migrants. The situation constructed by officials 

and through media as ‘the crisis’ and ‘emergency’ opened the space in which different actors responded 

somewhat in-between of intertwined humanitarian and securitization policies. Some religious 

organizations were actively engaged during transit as well, while today they face new challenges related 

to ‘post-crisis’ assistance for refugees in order to facilitate their inclusion into society. In this paper, we 

focus on activities of these actors in order to answer what are their present activities and practices for 

helping refugees and asylum seekers to integrate. Moreover, we analyse how the Balkan corridor episode 

motivated, and/or (re)defined their scope of activities, organizational aspects, and today's objectives. 

Lastly, we discuss their understanding of humanitarian work and the socio-political stance they take, 

alongside other humanitarian actors, contesting their roles on advocating, articulating, or defending 

human and refugees' rights. We employ content analysis of transcripts of interviews conducted in 2016 with 

religious actors, involved in humanitarian assistance during the crisis, or actively commenting it. 

Additionally, with two years’ distance, we re-check their responses acknowledging some new challenges 

stemming from the closure of the corridor, such as securitization and criminalization of mobility, forced 

returns, resettlements, and new solidarity initiatives. We contend that through the corridor episode 

humanitarian role of these actors has been redefined and reinforced in regards to integration issues. Still, 

it lacks more substantive and publicly visible social and political engagement in advocating solidarity with 

refugees in Croatian society. 

 


